
March 19, 2023

KTRTA 1

KTRTA Bulletin
We are your local branch of the BCRTA. We are a non-profit, 
volunteer-driven association of retired educators enjoying our 
“awesome years” together! We look forward to experiencing the 
pleasure of loving, caring, laughing, and sharing as we make meaningful 
social connections and learn something new at our get-togethers.

Lunch & Silent Auction Fundraiser on 
Friday March 31st!
At this month’s Lunch & Learn, we welcome the Kamloops Retired Teacher’s Club 
(KRT Club) to present their annual Silent Auction fundraiser event. 

Lunch is a selection of gourmet sandwiches, salads and desserts catered by Safeway. 
$25. Pay by cash or cheque at the door. 
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Doors open earlier than usual at the North Shore Community Centre at 11:00 am so 
donations to the Silent Auction can be registered and displayed on tables around the 
perimeter of the room.  Please arrive early if you are donating items to the auction. 
Auction bidding will start at 11:30 and continue until 1:30 pm.

Please bring a mask to wear when you are in the buffet lineup.  We will have masks 
and hand sanitizer available.

Note that there is roadwork underway on the North end of the bridge at Fortune 
Drive, so plan your trip accordingly.

To register for this month’s Silent Auction Fundraiser and Lunch , please reply to this 
email or email us at onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.ca by March 29th. You will receive an 
email confirming that we have received your lunch reservation.   

We look forward to seeing you!

Best regards,

Marney Bethell, KTRTA President

Message from the KRT Club
The KRT Club looks forward to holding the Silent Auction Fundraiser at the 
KTRTA March 31st luncheon. This fundraiser’s success depends on our members' 
generous donations. The funds raised will support the TRU Foundation Retired 
Teachers' Bursaries and the Canadian Harambee Education Society (CHES). 

Please donate items and/or bring cash or a cheque to purchase items. Also, you can 
donate directly to the Bursaries at TRU and to the Canadian Harambee Society (CHES) at 
the luncheon. 

Schedule for the Silent Auction:

11:00 Doors open to accept auction items (arrive early if you are donating items) 

11:30- 12:00 Early bird bidding begins 

12:00 KTRTA President’s Welcome Message

12:15 Review of Silent Auction procedures will be given 

12:30 Lunch - Silent Auction bidding continues before, during and after lunch  

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.ca
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KTRTA Executive 2022-23 

President - Marney Bethell 

Past President - Sheila Park 

Vice President - Betty Karpuk 

Membership/Online Office - 
Noeleen Bunney, Troylana 
Manson 

Secretary - Carolynne Miller, 
Carolyn Ramsay 
Treasurer - Sandy Baird  
Programs - Rosemarie Stoltze, 
Suzanne Legault 
Pensions, Benefits & Member 
Wellbeing - Sheila Park, Troylana 
Manson 
Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson, 
Anne Brogden 
THE BRIDGE Newsletter - Donna 
Sharpe, (Editor), Margarett 
Catherwood, Carolynne Miller, 
Sheila Park 
Heritage Committee - Cora 
Jones, Mary Ellen Patterson, 
Sheila Park, Marney Bethell

1:00 Getting to know this years’ bursary recipients  

1:15 Last call for bidding, one table at a time 

1:45 Bidding ends, and all silent auction tables are closed 

Funds raised last year allowed the KRT Club (and you are all members!) to donate 
$500 to TRU for our two annual bursaries in Education, $500 to CHES to support 
girls’ school attendance in Tanzania, $500 to our Kamloops Immigrant Services to 
assist Ukrainian refugees in receiving English instruction and other assistance, $100 
to Hospice and $50 for the Peace Walk.  The KRT Club Executive is always open to 
suggestions for giving. Please give your suggestions, in writing, to any member of 
the KRT Club Executive,  or by phoning Pat Petley at 250-828-0075. 

The Silent Auction is one of only two meetings each season when we put out 
donation envelopes where, if you wish, you can write a cheque or give cash for 
either our TRU bursary or make a donation to CHES.

The Silent Auction - Our Fun(d) Raiser needs your donations to be successful. The 
following list of suggestions is just that - suggestions - feel free to be creative and 
think outside of the box. 

Speaking of boxes, perhaps you have a pick-up truck and you might want to make 
up a card offering a free compost pick-up or a run to drop off items at the dump.  
Outings such as teas and picnics have always been a lot of fun for both the donators 
and the participants. Consider offering to take a specific number of people to a 
coffee shop for a beverage and treat.  Or on a fishing outing! Fish flies would be nice 
new items for our auction tables. 

Fly Fishing  Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons Public Domaine
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KRT Club Executive 2022-23 

President - Pat Petley 
Past President - Bev Maxwell 

Vice President - Sheila Park 
Secretary - Donna Walsh 
Treasurer - Sandy Baird 

CHES - Marlene Olineck 
Bursaries - Glenda Miles 
Members-at-Large - Carolynne 
Miller, Suzanne Legault, Sharon 
Olsen, Chiara Anselmo, Marney 
Bethell 

More Ideas For The Silent Auction
• Baked Goodies  (cakes, cookies, loaves, etc.)

• Preserves (antipasto, relish, pickles, jams, jelly)

• Crafts (artwork, jewellery, cards, quilting, dishcloths)

• Picture (photography, sketch, artwork)

• Spring planter, or a promise of planter

• Gardening items

• Used but like new white elephant items.

• House plants

• Picnic outing

• Strawberry Tea

• Day Trip (picnic, guided nature walk, pie at Horstings, McLure ferry ride, etc.)

• Gardener for 2 hours,  etc.

• Trip to the Recycle Depot

• Gift Cards or Gift Certificates – maybe a “regift” of one that you have

• Favourite casserole dish delivered to a home.

• Lessons on Technology Computer/Tablet/Phone lessons

• Walk and a coffee (or ice cream cone) in the park.

• Pet sitting and pet walking

• A small bundle of books

• Favourite wine

• A “themed” gift-basket

• Plants or floral arrangements

The KTRT Club is so happy to host this fundraiser event this year, and we hope to 
see you on March 31st. Do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions or 
concerns. -Pat Petley, KRT Club President 250-828-0075 
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A Bit About Our Lunch & Learns

Who? KTRTA members. We all played a role in education, so we all are connected. 
Members are always welcome to bring their spouse or friend.

What? It’s all about getting together for lots of visiting and learning something new - 
Lunch and Learn! The luncheon follows a few brief announcements. After lunch, we 
have our presentation.

Where? North Shore Community Centre, 730 Cottonwood Avenue, Kamloops.

When? The last Friday of the month, seven times per year (Sept., Oct, Nov., Jan., 
Feb., Mar., Apr.). The doors open at 11:30 a.m. for socializing, the official start is at 
noon, and lunch is served at 12:30 p.m. If there is a presentation, it begins at 1:00 p.m.

Why? To have some fun and build camaraderie while promoting the interests and 
welfare of our members.

How? RSVP is required. No drop-ins, as lunch is pre-ordered. Email 
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com to reserve your spot. When you arrive, please proceed 
to our KTRTA meeting room, purchase your lunch ticket, put on your name tag, 
choose a seat at a table, and you are ready to mingle!

Cost? Lunch, including dessert, tea and coffee, is $25.00. You are welcome to bring 
your lunch, too, and in this case, the price is $5.00 for your spot at a table, coffee and 
tea. Pay by cash or cheque at the door.

Need to Cancel Your Reservation? Please let us know by the Wednesday before 
the Friday event, if possible, so we are not charged for your lunch. 

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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Burrowing Owls at  February’s 
Lunch & Learn Presentation 

Photo Credits: Marney Bethell 
and Noeleen Bunney

Sunshine Committee
We welcome hearing about KTRTA members needing a bit of extra ‘sunshine.’ Please 
do not hesitate to let us know because Mary Ellen will send a note of good cheer on 
behalf of all of us to help brighten their day. Please phone Mary Ellen at 250-372-1762 
or email our onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

The BRIDGE Newsletter
We hope you enjoyed our Fall/Winter issue of THE BRIDGE newsletter. It’s available 
on our website at ktrta.ca and at bcrta.ca - look for it under Branches, Kamloops 
Thompson. Thanks again to all who contributed articles, poetry and photos; it is an 
enjoyable read! 

We now want your contributions on all topics for our Spring/Summer 2023 issue, 
which will come out in September. Ideas include local activities, health, gardening, 
books, travel, hobbies, history, creative writing, adventures, artwork, photography and 
more. 

Submit your material and suggestions to Donna Sharpe, Editor, at our get-togethers or 
email Donna at The Bridge Newsletter, via onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

Last Month’s Fun!
At our February Lunch & Learn, forty members enjoyed celebrating Valentine’s Day, 
with a delicious Greek buffet, including dessert, chocolates and an interesting 
presentation by the BC Wildlife Park called Raptor Researchers. We got to meet two 
burrowing owl ‘ambassadors’ as we learned important facts about all types of raptors.  
It was a great Lunch & Learn session, especially so because of the informative guest 
speakers and captivating burrowing owl ‘ambassadors’ from the BC Wildlife Park. 

In Kamloops, we acknowledge that we are located, live, work and play on Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc territory, situated within 
the unceded ancestral lands of  Secwépemc Nation. 

The information in this KTRTA Bulletin is not dispensing legal, medical or financial advice.  
Opinions presented are always those of the writers. 

http://ktrta.ca
http://bcrta.ca
mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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