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KTRTA President’s Message
As I reflect on this past year,  I  am grateful  that we could 
continue to hold our meetings safely each month, except for 
the month of  January,  which was cancelled because of  the 
surge in COVID numbers. Our members confirmed they had 
their vaccinations at the start of each of our get-togethers, 
and we always had a limited number of guests seated at each 
table to ensure we were well spread out and had box lunches 
rather than the usual buffet.
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We are your local branch of the BCRTA. We are a non-profit, volunteer-driven association of retired educators enjoying our 
“awesome years” together! We look forward to experiencing the pleasure of loving, caring, laughing, and sharing as we make 
meaningful social connections and learn something new at our get-togethers.
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Everyone seemed to enjoy attending our get-togethers  and 
having the opportunity to visit with colleagues and friends. 
We certainly have fun at our get-togethers! 

I have been in touch with Rose Balen, the President of the 
Merritt Retired Teachers Association, and we are currently 
working on a time and date for a get-together and luncheon 
that we will host for the Merritt group. Rose said their group 
is  tiny,  with  many  snowbirds  gone  for  the  usual  winter 
months. They have members still working on rebuilding their 
homes and lives after the devastating floods last November. 
Our KTRTA Executive will host this luncheon. If any of our 
members would like to attend, you are welcome. I will send 
out the information once the final decisions are made.  This 
lunch will likely take place in May.

I am already looking forward to the Fall!  I will attend the 
BCRTA Annual  General  Meeting  and  Conference  in 
Vancouver, along with Sheila Park and Noeleen Bunney.  This 
conference has been held virtually for the past two years, so 
we are excited to attend in person. I have not yet received 
information on the guest speakers and events, but we will all 
report on the conference at our October meeting. The virtual 
meetings  were  accessible  to  everyone  and  were  highly 
successful and well-received.  The BCRTA may well consider 
presenting  something  similar  for  all  general  members  to 
virtually join in on this event.

Under the good news category,  we congratulate  Rosemarie 
Stoltz on the arrival of a grandson.  Rosemarie is off to be a 
grandma in person as she flies off to the United States to help 
her son and his family move. Have fun, Rosie!

We would also like to send a huge THANK YOU to Betty 
Karpuk  and  Donna  Walsh.  Both  Betty  and  Donna  are 
stepping  down  from  their  positions  on  the  KTRTA 
Executive. Both of them said they plan to continue to attend 
the Executive meetings because we have so much fun!
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I would also like to thank my excellent executive for their 
support and friendship over these last two challenging years. 
We have been able to work together to keep our members 
safe but still have our monthly meeting.  I genuinely believe 
that social contact is vital to feed our souls.  It is lovely to 
hear the laughter that rings through the halls while our get-
togethers  are  in  full  swing.   My  Executive  makes  my  job 
possible and almost looks easy! 

Our  final  get-together  for  2021-22  will  be  our  AGM  and 
luncheon held  at  the  North  Shore  Community  Centre  on 
Friday,  April  29.  There  will  be  time  for  visiting  with  one 
another, and Sheila Park will make a brief presentation about 
Long Term Care. 

RSVP onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com by Monday, April 25. Be 
sure  to  indicate  your  lunch  option  from  the  yummy 
choices. 

I wish everyone a safe and restful summer season.  I hope you 
can travel, if you want to, garden if you are able or interested 
and spend time with friends and family in the sunshine!

- Marney Bethell

KTRTA Annual General Meeting
We will hold our Annual General Meeting at the Friday, April 
29  get-together.  The  Executive  consists  of  the  following 
positions. Please note that two functions are vacant. We hope 
you will consider putting your name forward for one of these 
vacant positions if you are interested in joining the executive. 

We have two positions available on the Executive.  Donna 
Walsh  is  stepping  down as  the  Vice  President,  and  Betty 
Karpuk is stepping down as the Secretary. 
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KTRTA Executive:  
President - Marney Bethell  
Vice President - Donna Walsh  
Past President - Sheila Park  
Secretary - Betty Karpuk  
Treasurer - Sandy Baird  
Programs - Rosemarie Stoltze  
Pensions, Benefits & Member 
Wellbeing - Sheila Park  
Membership - Noeleen Bunney  
Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson 
THE BRIDGE KTRTA Newsletter 
- Donna Sharp 

Heritage Committee: 
Mary Ellen Patterson, Sheila 
Park, Marney Bethell 

Newsletter Committee:  
Libby Denbigh, Carolyn Miller, 
Noeleen Bunney, Margarett 
Catherwood 

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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Please consider putting your name forward for either of these 
two positions.  We do have fun at the Executive meetings!  

- President - Marney Bethell

- Vice-President - Vacant, previously Donna Walsh

- Past President - Sheila Park

- Secretary - Vacant, previously Betty Karpuk

- Treasurer - Sandy Baird

- Membership and Online Office - Noeleen Bunney

- Member Wellbeing  and Pensions and Benefits
Sheila Park

- Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson

- Heritage  Committee:  Marney  Bethell,  Sheila  Park, 
Mary Ellen Patterson 

- The Bridge Newsletter:  Donna Sharpe

Here is a description of the two vacant Executive positions 
we hope to fill:

Role of the Secretary 

1. Takes minutes at the Executive and General Meetings. 

2. Sends the minutes to the President, who emails them to 
the Executive and copies them for members to review.

Role of the Vice-president 

1. Chair the meetings if the president is unable, with support 
from the whole of the executive.

There are seven KTRTA Get-Togethers: September, October, 
November (Christmas dinner), January, February, and March 
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(KTRT Club  Silent  Auction  to  fundraise  for  Scholarships, 
etc.) and April (AGM).

There  are  five  Executive  meetings:  September,  November, 
January,  February  and  April.  We  meet  at  an  Executive 
member’s home - we meet, have treats, discuss ideas and plan 
events!

Again, we hope you will consider putting your name forward 
if you are interested in joining the executive.

- Marney Bethell, President

KTRT Club President’s Message

The 2022 KTRT Club AGM will be held at the close of the 
KTRTA  AGM.  

The KTRT Club was formed in 2017 when it was no longer 
possible for the Retired Teachers Association, as a non-profit 
society, to carry on fundraising for the TRU Retired Teachers 
Endowment Bursary Fund, R.R. Smith Foundation Bursary, 
Canadian Harambee Education Society and other charitable 
organizations in the community.  As supporting students in 
Education  has  been  at  the  heart  of  the  retired  teachers 
association through the years,  the sole purpose of forming 
the KTRT Club was to carry on this worthwhile endeavour 
with fundraising activities.  

The  Club  membership  includes  retired  educators  who 
complete  and  sign  the  membership  form  held  by  the 
treasurer of the KTRT Club.  There is no membership fee. 
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The positions for nomination on the Board of Directors of 
the KTRT Club are:

• President

• Vice President

• Secretary

• Treasurer

• Director to represent TRU Retired Teachers' Bursary 
Fund & R.R. Smith Foundation Bursary

• Director to represent the CHES 

• Members-at-large (up to six nominated) 

It  is  hoped  that  Club  members  will  consider  letting  their 
names stand for nomination to a position on the Board of 
Directors for the coming year. Being on the Club Executive 
Board is a fun and rewarding experience.  

- Bev Maxwell
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Chesterman Beach,  Tofino, B.C. 
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April’s Lunch Menu
Let us know by phone or email if you plan to attend our final 
event for the 2021-2022 season. Please remember to include 
your choice of lunch option. Your registration is required by 
Monday, April 25, 2022. This is important because the lunches 
are pre-ordered on Tuesday morning. 

RSVP: 

onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com

250 299 1874

Option  A: Turkey  Sandwich  made  with  cranberry  bread, 
salad, dessert and beverage.

Option  B:  California  Veggie  Sandwich,  Salad,  Dessert  and 
Beverage. 

Option C: Vegetable Lasagne,  Garlic  Bread,  Salad,  Dessert 
and Beverage. 

Option D:  Meat Lasagne, Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert and 
Beverage. 

Option E: Gluten-Free Lasagne, Salad, Dessert and Beverage.

Option F: Beverage Only; I will bring a  lunch.  
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KTRT Club Executive:  

President - Bev Maxwell Vice 
President - Sheila Park 
Secretary - Donna Walsh 
Treasurer - Sandy Baird  
CHES - Pat Petley 
TRU/R.R. Smith Bursaries: 
Glenda Miles, 
Donna Sharpe  

Members-at-Large: 
Marlene Olineck  
Carolynne Miller  
Suzanne Legault  
Sharon Olson  

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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About Our Get-Togethers…
Who?  

KTRTA members, spouses and friends are welcome. Everyone is 
required to be fully vaccinated and show their BC Vaccine Card. 

What?  

Get-togethers with activities, guest speakers and lunch.

Where?  

North  Shore  Community  Centre,  730  Cottonwood  Avenue, 
Kamloops.

When?  

The last Friday of the month, seven times per year (Sept.,  Oct., 
Nov., Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr.). The doors open early at 11:00 a.m. for 
socializing, with the meeting at noon and lunch at 12:30 p.m. The 
program starts at 1:00 p.m.

Why?  

To have fun and build camaraderie while promoting the interests 
and welfare of our members.

How?  

RSVP onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com to  reserve  your  spot  a  few 
days  ahead.  When  you  arrive,  proceed  to  our  KTRTA meeting 
room, show your BC Vaccine Card, purchase your lunch, put on your 
name tag, choose a seat at a table, and you are ready to mingle! 

Cost?  

Lunch, including dessert, and tea/coffee, is $20.00. If you want to 
attend without  lunch,  the cost  is  $5.00 and includes  coffee/tea.  
Please pay at the door by cash or cheque.
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Click here:  
KTRTA Pamphlet of 

Events for 2021-2022.  

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
https://ktrta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/KTRTA-Pamphlet-of-Events-for-the-2021-22-Season-Created-on-August-25-2021.pdf
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THE  BRIDGE  KTRTA Newsletter
We need submissions for our Spring/Summer 2022 issue of 
our  newsletter,  THE  BRIDGE.  The  Fall/Winter  2021-2022 
issue is posted on our KTRTA  and BCRTA websites. On the 
BCRTA website,  look  for  Kamloops  Thompson  Branch 
under the BRANCHES tab on the menu bar. 

We are interested in receiving articles and stories from all of 
our  members.  Please  submit  your  contributions  to  local 
activities, health, gardening, travel, hobbies, history, creative 
writing,  history  of  education,  etc.  We like  to  feature  our 
members' photos and artwork in each issue, so please send 
these along, too. 

Please give your articles, stories and photos to Donna Sharpe, 
Ed i tor  o f  T H E  B R I D G E  KTRTA  Ne ws le t te r  c /o 
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

- Donna Sharpe, Editor of  THE BRIDGE

Sunshine
We appreciate hearing about any KTRTA member needing a 
little extra sunshine in their day. Mary Ellen will send them a 
Thinking-of-You note of good cheer to help brighten their day. 

Please phone Mary Ellen with the name of members in need 
of a boost at 250-372-1762 or email your request; attention:  
Mary Ellen, Sunshine c/o onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

- Mary Ellen Patterson
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Did you know...? 

As a member of our 

provincial retired teacher 

organization, BCRTA, you 

are automatically also a 

member of the Canadian 

Association of 

Retired Teachers ACER-

CART.

https://ktrta.ca
http://bcrta.ca
mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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Heritage Committee 
The  KTRTA Heritage  Committee  works  to  preserve  the 
history  of  education  in  our  region.  Our  most  recent 
publication, The Journey from Institution to Inclusion, describes 
how  children  with  differing  abilities  were  taught  first  by 
family,  then  by  an  institution,  and  most  recently,  by  their 
family and community. The book collaborates with authors 
from the Faculty of Education, Thompson Rivers University, 
the  Kamloops  Thompson  Retired  Teachers’  Association 
(KTRTA)  Heritage Committee, and a KTRTA member. To 
fund the  writing  and publishing  of  this  book,  the  authors 
received  grants  from Thompson Rivers  University,  the  BC 
Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) and the BC Interior 
Community Foundation. Proceeds from the sale of this book 
will also be used to cover costs. The book will be available for 
purchase at our KTRTA luncheons; the price is $25.00. 

- Sheila Park

Better  Late  Than  Never:  Five 
Reasons to Head Back to School
There may be things that you have always wanted to pursue; 
some of you may even be considering going back to school to 
get  another  degree.  One  of  our  KTRTA members 
recommended this link to an RBC article about returning to 
school  as  a  mature  student.  It  includes  several  excellent 
reasons for heading back to school; life-long learning benefits 
our  health  and  well-being.  There  are  also  some  financial 
advantages  and  incentives  that  you  may  find  interesting. 
Click here or copy this link into your browser:

https://discover.rbcroyalbank.com/better-late-than-never-five-
great-reasons-to-head-back-to-school-in-retirement/
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Quirky Classroom Chronicles 
Please  send  in  your  heartwarming  classroom stories  about 
students you taught:  things said or things they did. We are 
expanding to funny stories about teachers or colleagues and 
things they may have done or said. Names will be changed to 
protect the guilty.  Thank you to those members who have 
already submitted their stories. Please send more. Check out 
the fall Bridge Newsletter as some of the stories are in there. 
Here is one of my classroom stories to inspire you: 

Two little fellows are at the paint station in Kindergarten. I 
was always encouraging my students to cooperate with one 
another. 

One little fellow, carefully doing up the others’ paint shirt, 
looked at me, smiled and said, “We are ‘corperating.’ 

It was so sweet to hear him try to pronounce this new word. 
I didn’t correct him or say, “That’s wrong.” Instead, I smiled 
and said, ”Indeed, you are cooperating,” simply placing a little 
extra emphasis on each syllable.

Pensions and Benefits 
Greenshield Extended Heath and Dental: Receipts must be 
sent within a year of the date of service or the date the item 
was purchased. Please get in touch with Greenshield and the 
BCRTA if you have any issues with Greenshield. 

- Sheila Park

We hope you have a wonderful summer, and we look forward 
to seeing you in September! 

The information in this KTRTA Bulletin is not dispensing legal, medical or 
financial advice. Opinions are those of the writers.
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Heritage Committee  

Please take some time to write 

down some of the humorous and 

memorable stories from your 

teaching career. The Heritage 

Committee plans to compile funny 

teaching stories into our next book 

called Quirky Classroom Chronicles. 

Send your submissions to  

Sheila Park c/o 

onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.  

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com

