
Friday, March 11, 2022

Message From KTRT Club

The KTRT Club  is  looking  forward  to  holding  the  Silent 
Auction as the KTRTA March 25th luncheon program. This 
fundraiser is based on our members' generous donations of 
many exciting items. The funds raised from the silent auction 
will go to the KTRT Club to support the TRU Foundation 
Retired  Teachers'  Bursaries,  the  R.R.  Smith  Bursary, 
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Canadian  Harambee  Education  Society  (CHES)  and 
Kamloops Hospice in memory of colleagues we've lost. 

We hope to have our 2021 bursary recipients in attendance 
during the luncheon. If they cannot attend, their background 
information and greetings will be shared with our members.

The Schedule for the Silent Auction will be:

• 11:00 doors open to accept silent auction items

• 11:00 -  12:00 Early bird bidding  

• Noon KTRTA Business Meeting 

• 12:20 Review of auction procedures

• 12:30 Luncheon

• Silent Auction Bidding resumes during lunch

• 1:00 Getting to know our bursary recipients

• 1:15  Last call for bidding

• 1:45 All silent auction tables closed

• 2:00 Adjourn
Ideas for silent auction items to donate:

• Favourite wines

• Baked goodies

• Crafts (cards, artwork, jewellery)

• Day trips (picnics, guided nature walks)

• Hosting coffee party

• Lessons on technology (specific to person's needs)

• Gift cards to favourite restaurants

• Gardener for the day

• Plants or floral arrangements

• Theme baskets 
The KTRT Club is  so happy to host this  fundraiser event 
again, and we hope to see you on March 25th.

- Bev Maxwell, KTRT Club  President
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The Lunch Menu

Farros Greek Restaurant will cater our lunch. Rather than a 
traditional buffet lunch,  it will be served boxed-lunch style. 
Please take a look at the menu options below, and choose one 
of two options. 

Choice A  

Chicken souvlaki, rice, roast potatoes, greek salad, pita bread, 
and tzatziki.

Choice B 

Spanikopita, rice, roast potatoes, greek salad, pita bread, and 
tzatziki.

Let us know if you are coming, and remember to include your 
choice in your email to onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

Lunch is pre-ordered, so RSVP by Monday, March 21st.

We hope you are full of hopes and dreams about things to do 
for the warmer days of Spring that are just around the corner.  

We look forward to seeing you at our next get-together on 
March 25th!

- Rosemarie Stoltze
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KTRTA Executive  

President - Marney Bethell  

Vice President - Donna Walsh  

Past President - Sheila Park  

Secretary - Betty Karpuk  

Treasurer - Sandy Baird  

Programs - Rosemarie Stoltze  

Pensions, Benefits & Member 

Wellbeing - Sheila Park  

Membership - Noeleen Bunney  

Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson 

The Bridge KTRTA Newsletter - 

Donna Sharpe 

Heritage Committee - Mary Ellen 

Patterson, Sheila Park, Marney 

Bethell 
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About Our GetTogethers…

Who?  

KTRTA members, spouses and friends are welcome. Everyone is 
required to be fully vaccinated and show their BC Vaccine Card. 

What?  

Get-togethers with activities, guest speakers and lunch.

Where?  

North  Shore  Community  Centre,  730  Cottonwood  Avenue, 
Kamloops.

When?  

The last Friday of the month, seven times per year (Sept.,  Oct., 
Nov., Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr.). The doors open early at 11:00 a.m. for 
socializing, with the meeting at noon and lunch at 12:30 p.m. The 
program starts at 1:00 p.m.

Why?  

To have fun and build camaraderie while promoting the interests 
and welfare of our members.

How?  

RSVP onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com to  reserve  your  spot  a  few 
days  ahead.  When  you  arrive,  proceed  to  our  KTRTA meeting 
room, show your BC Vaccine Card, purchase your lunch, put on your 
name tag, choose a seat at a table, and you are ready to mingle! 

Cost?  

Lunch,  including  dessert,  tea/coffee,  is  $20.00.  If  you  want  to 
attend without  lunch,  the  cost  is  $5.00 and includes  coffee/tea. 
Please pay at the door by cash or cheque.
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KTRT Club Executive  

President - Bev Maxwell Vice 

President - Sheila Park 

Secretary - Donna Walsh 

Treasurer - Sandy Baird  

CHES - Pat Petley 

TRU/R.R. Smith Bursaries- 

Glenda Miles, 

Donna Sharpe  

Members-at-Large:- 

Marlene Olineck  

Carolynne Miller  

Suzanne Legault  

Sharon Olson  

Click here:  
KTRTA Pamphlet of 

Events for 2021-2022.  

mailto:onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
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BCRTA and all BC Retired Teachers 
Branches SuperZone Meeting

Noeleen Bunney and I attended the virtual BCRTA 
SuperZone meeting with the BCRTA Executive, BCRTA 
President Grace Wilson, and two Executive members from 
each of the local branches of the BCRTA, about 75 attendees, 
in all, on Monday, March 7, 2022.  It’s not quite the same as 
meeting in person, but it's the next best thing. 

First of all, Grace Wilson assured us that our investment 
company that looks after our BC Teachers’ Pension Plan 
funds has gone out of its way to divest itself of any Russian 
Companies and Investments. She provided the following link 
to the BCI news release: https://www.bci.ca/bci-is-actively-
working-to-sell-remaining-russian-securities/. Our thoughts 
are with Ukraine during these challenging times. If you have 
any questions about the Teachers’ Pension Plan or BCRTA 
benefits, you can send your questions directly to Arnie 
Lambert. Contact BCRTA, Attention: Arnie Lambert via 
email: office@bcrta.ca or BCRTA Toll-Free Phone: 
1-877-683-2243 or BCRTA Mailing address:  Arnie Lambert, 
BCRTA Main Office BC Retired Teachers' Association, 550 
West 6th Ave., Suite 100, Vancouver, B.C.  V5Z 4P2.

Arnie reminded us about our membership in ACER-CART. 
And he asked us, “Do you enjoy taking photos of our 
beautiful Canadian landscape? The ACER-CART 
Communications Committee invites us all to submit our 
photos of favourite local landscapes.”  Be sure to check out 
the ACER-CART website for their photo landscape. Here is 
the link to the photo submission page: https://acer-cart.org/
communications/canadian-photo-gallery/ 
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Did you know...? 

As a member of our 

provincial retired teacher 

organization, BCRTA, you 

are automatically also a 

member of the Canadian 

Association of 

Retired Teachers ACER-

CART.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bci.ca%2Fbci-is-actively-working-to-sell-remaining-russian-securities%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd7b5da12716c4cc53b1e08d9fd3a2449%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637819248442155527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3TjxuA5CwehfqoJq263apUbR3e7X5GuBXPHdC33ZaO8%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bci.ca%2Fbci-is-actively-working-to-sell-remaining-russian-securities%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd7b5da12716c4cc53b1e08d9fd3a2449%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637819248442155527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3TjxuA5CwehfqoJq263apUbR3e7X5GuBXPHdC33ZaO8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:office@bcrta.ca
https://acer-cart.org/communications/canadian-photo-gallery/
https://acer-cart.org/communications/canadian-photo-gallery/
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Tim Anderson, the BCRTA Chief Executive Officer, spoke 
about how BCRTA’s primary purpose is to impart 
information to 17,000 BCRTA members, active teachers, and 
the public. Protecting members’ privacy is paramount.  

We also had a break-out Session with the other local Retired 
Teachers’ Associations (RTAs) in our Provincial Zone, 
including Salmon Arm, Shuswap, Kelowna, Merritt, 
Princeton, Oliver and Penticton. Each Branch did a short 
report on what sort of contact they have maintained with 
their members over the past year, including newsletters and 
in-person meetings. From hearing the accounts from each 
branch in our zone, it appears our association is doing well at 
keeping our Kamloops Thompson Branch members 
informed. Also, we have had such good attendance at our 
meetings. Many branches throughout the province have not 
yet resumed monthly in-person meetings. Many local 
branches seem to hold their get-togethers in restaurants, and 
many restaurants have not yet re-opened to hosting groups. 
We are fortunate to have the North Shore Community 
Centre room to hold our meetings.

All in all, it was an interesting BCRTA meeting and lovely to 
catch up with other branches. It looks like we will resume an 
in-person Annual Convention and AGM in October 2022 if 
the current COVID restrictions continue to be lifted.

- Marney Bethell, KTRTA President
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THE  BRIDGE  KTRTA Newsletter

We have started planning our Spring/Summer 2022 issue of 
our  newsletter,  THE  BRIDGE.  The  Fall/Winter  2021-2022 
issue is posted on our KTRTA  and BCRTA websites. At the 
BCRTA website,  look  for  Kamloops  Thompson  Branch 
under the BRANCHES tab on the menu bar. 

We are very interested in receiving articles and stories from 
our members. Please submit your creative contributions on 
topics  such  as  local  activities,  health,  gardening,  travel, 
hobbies,  history, creative writing, history of education, and 
more. We like to feature our members' photos and artwork in 
each issue, so please send these along, too. 

Please  send  your  articles,  stories  and  photos  to  Donna 
Sharpe,  Editor  of  THE  BRIDGE  KTRTA Newsletter  c/o 
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

Donna Sharpe, Editor of  THE BRIDGE

Sunshine
We appreciate hearing about any KTRTA member needing a 
little extra sunshine in their day. Mary Ellen will send them a 
Thinking-of-You note of good cheer to help brighten their day. 
Please phone Mary Ellen with the name of members in need 
of  a  boost  at  250-372-1762  or  email  your  request  to  Mary 
Ellen, Sunshine c/o onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.

Mary Ellen Patterson, Sunshine
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Heritage Committee 
The KTRTA Heritage Committee works to preserve the 
history of education in our region. Our most recent 
publication, The Journey from Institution to Inclusion, describes 
the history of how children with differing abilities were 
taught first by family, then by an institution, and most 
recently, by their family and community. The book is a 
collaboration by authors from the Faculty of Education, 
Thompson Rivers University, the Kamloops Thompson 
Retired Teachers’ Association (KTRTA) Heritage 
Committee, and a KTRTA member. To fund the writing and 
publishing of this book, the authors received grants from 
Thompson Rivers University, the BC Retired Teachers’ 
Association (BCRTA) and the BC Interior Community 
Foundation. Proceeds from the sale of this book will also be 
used to cover costs. The book will be available for purchase 
at the KTRTA luncheons; the price is $25.00. 

- Sheila Park

 Jack Buckham Team 73 Scholarship 

A Celebration of Life is planned for 1:00 pm Saturday, July 2, 
2022, South Kamloops Secondary School gymnasium. All are 
welcome; no rsvp is required.  A fundraising dinner will 
follow. Use this link for event details: https://
www.eventbrite.ca/e/one-more-time-for-jack-jack-buckham-
memorial-scholarship-dinner-event-tickets-169025404535.

To donate  to  the Jack  Buckham  Team  73  Scholarship,  contact 
Kevin Carswell at mrcarsell@royallepage.ca or 778 220 5432.

-Agnes Baker, retired teacher, South Kamloops Secondary.
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Heritage Committee  

Please take some time to write 

down some of the humorous and 

memorable stories from your 

teaching career. We plan to compile 

funny teaching stories into our next 

book called Quirky Classroom 

Chronicles. Send your submissions 

to Sheila Park c/o 

onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com.  
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The Love of  Animals

This topic, The Love of Animals, was introduced to us at the 
February 25th, 2022 luncheon. Rosemarie Stoltze asked our 
members to share stories and photos of their beloved pets, or 
other animals, during our luncheon based on the Valentine's 
Day theme of love.  Thanks to all  who participated in this 
sharing  activity.  Many  stories  were  told  around  our  lunch 
tables, and I think some of you might like to read a sampling 
of the stories given to me. First up is this lovely story about 
Shivers, the coldest dog ever, as she was constantly shivering, 
hence her name.

- Donna Sharpe, Editor, THE BRIDGE KTRTA Newsletter

Shivers

Our lovely dog, Shivers, came to us as a puppy and lived with 
us for 14 years. She was a Basset/Sheltie cross with the Sheltie 
intelligence and the Basset personality - intelligent and calm. 
She slept a lot and was okay with being at home alone while 
we were at work. She would wake up when we got home as if 
to say, “Oh, you're here.” As long as she was warm, she was 
quiet and content. But she was often cold, and she shivered a 
lot. The children on our street told us she should be named 
“Shivers,” and the name stuck. She slept under blankets if at 
all possible.

Our son was moving and had a mirror propped up by our 
front door for several days. Shivers liked to go and see the 
puppy  in  the  mirror.  I  had  knit  her  a  blue  coat  to  wear 
outside, to keep her warm, and when I put it on her, she went 
to look at the puppy in the mirror and immediately went and 
hid under the couch. Whenever I took out the blue sweater, 
she would run and hide. So, I knit another sweater for her; 
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this  time,  it  was  a  brown sweater,  and  somehow she  was 
pleased  seeing  it  on  herself  and  wearing  it  -  for  whatever 
reason! Who says dogs are colour blind?

- Joan Saunders

Mountain Chickadees

At our  cabin at  Walloper  Lake,  we had a  lot  of  birds  and 
animals  who became relatively  tame.  Most  endearing were 
the mountain chickadees who just loved peanuts. If we broke 
up a peanut into little bits, they would come to our hand and 
eat right out of it. 

I remember one day going for a walk with our two black cats. 
My husband, Dick, had put some peanut bits in the brim of 
his cowboy hat and off we went, two cats running along the 
ground and a couple of chickadees flying along with us to get 
the peanut pieces from the cap!

I took my class to our cottage at Walloper Lake for a field 
trip one time. I had them all lined up, sitting along the porch 
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while I  gave them instructions about where they could go 
and where not to go. I didn’t want them on our neighbours’ 
property. As I was pointing to the side, a chickadee landed on 
my pointed finger, and, well, you guessed it, that was the end 
of having my students’ attention!

- Donna Sharpe

Daisy

I was Daisy’s fourth owner, so it took nearly a year to get over 
her  separation  anxiety.  She  was  a  tiny,  gentle,  and  kind-
hearted dog. We had eight years of happy times together.

Daisy especially liked to travel with me. Off we would go, to 
the TRU campus or Peterson Creek. She also enjoyed longer 
trips to Barriere, Kelowna or Grand Forks. She was happy as 
long as she was with me. Once when strolling with me off-
leash (as usual) at TRU, a woman wearing lovely traditional 
Native African attire came around the corner of a building. 
When  she  spotted  us,  she  immediately  and  automatically 
jumped up onto a small retaining wall at the edge of the lawn 
as she repeatedly and fearfully told us, “Keep away!” It was 
amusing  that  someone  would  be  anxious  about  a  dog  like 
Daisy, but I respectfully kept a straight face. This must have 
been  an  unexpected  event  for  this  student;  she  was  not 
accustomed to seeing a dog off-leash. We passed by with no 
problems. 

- Anne Kelly
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Papageno

David  purchased  our  cockatiel  Papageno  a  few  months 
before we got married.  He was a  very young bird,  and we 
named him after the Birdman in The Magic Flute, an opera by 
Mozart.  Papageno  was  a  brilliant  bird.  He  could  say, 
"Whatcha doing?” and “Hi, Papageno.” He could also do The 
Magic  Flute  tune  with  a  whistle,  and  he  could  imitate  the 
sound  of  brushing  teeth.  Papageno  liked  to  hang  out  on 
people’s shoulders. He also enjoyed doing the lion-tamer-act 
where he would put his  face in David's  mouth and do his 
whistle while David's mouth was open.

One day  when we came home,  a  friend of  ours,  who was 
living  with  us  at  the  time,  was  sitting  in  the  front  yard 
looking up at the sky, calling out, "Papageno, come back!". 
Our bird was lost!  He had flown away while being on our 
friend's shoulder while outside. We were very sad! David put 
an ad in the paper, and we got him back several days later. A 
neighbour  had  found  our  cockatiel.  The  neighbour  luckily 
had  a  cage  and  some  bird  food.  He  realized  that  this 
cockatiel was a brilliant fellow and then looked in the paper 
to see if anybody was missing him. Sure enough, he found our 
ad in the local newspaper. He called us, and we came over to 
get Papageno. We gave the man a bottle of tequila as a thank 
you gift for returning him to us. It was a wonderful reunion 
with our good little friend!

After that, we made sure to keep Papageno's wing feathers 
clipped so that he couldn't fly very well!

When Papageno was about two years old, Dave and I went 
on our Honeymoon to Europe for a couple of months. Our 
cockatiel  stayed  at  the  Evergreen  Lodge  in  Yosemite  with 
David's  sister  and brother-in-law.  He was  their  bar  Parrot! 
Papageno learned to take care of himself and communicated 
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his displeasure when people kept poking at him in the cage. 
Unfortunately, he had to deal with drunks sometimes. He was 
still an amiable bird with most people and liked to have his 
head scratched. Our special bird was delighted to see us when 
we returned to get him!

Papageno  was  our  only  bird  for  his  first  few  years.  After 
moving to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  we built  a  greenhouse on a 
southern  exposure.  Then  we  had  some  flight  cages  built. 
After  that  we bought some more birds,  to keep Papageno 
company.  Over  the  years,  we  purchased  other  cockatiels, 
lovebirds, budgies and finches from an excellent local source.

When we had Papageno, we had a variety of other birds, too. 
Most were not friendly with people;  a  few were tame. No 
bird  was  as  charming.  It  was  probably  because  Papageno 
thought he was a person. He was around people for all of his 
life and got along with them very well. However, he did have 

KTRTA Bulletin Let’s Get-Together! 13



Friday, March 11, 2022

a girlfriend for a couple of years, and her name was Penelope. 
She laid some eggs, but no babies hatched. Unfortunately for 
her,  Papageno  preferred  to  hang  out  with  us.  Eventually, 
Penelope would screech every time her boyfriend was out of 
her sight. It wasn't enjoyable! So we gave her to one of our 
friends that could provide her with more attention.

When he became a much older bird, Papageno got arthritis 
in his feet and used his beak to help him climb the cage. It 
was unfortunate to see him lose his agility. He lived to be 20 
years old and died peacefully in my hands late in the night. 
We gave him a good burial, but we have a portrait of us with 
him on David's shoulder. It is a friendly reminder of him. 

We kept birds in Las Vegas for another ten years until we 
moved to Canada. Now we enjoy birds in the great outdoors!

- Rosemarie Stoltze

Geordie

In this photo, I am getting ready to walk Geordie and several 
other canine friends! I like to take Geordie, along with all the 
others,  weather  permitting,  for  a  walk  around  my 
Brocklehurst  neighbourhood  near  the  Orchard  Court 
residences.

-May Ince
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This beautiful quilt was hand-made by Liz Brown 
several years ago. It features my former pet, Buddy. 
(Liz has been in New Zealand for several years with 
family and hopes to return to Canada this spring.)

Here is our nine-month-old Doberman, Beau. He keeps us 
very busy! We love him a lot. The breeder was holding him 
for a show dog, but a back tooth didn’t come in, so he 
couldn’t be shown. Lucky us, I think. He is a real handful. 
Fortunate for him for sure!

- Mary Ellen Patterson
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Neighbourhood Pet

My  children,  Brian  and  Brenda,  are  playing  with  the  most 
adorable  neighbourhood  dog.  Notice  the  date  in  the  top  left 
corner? Yes, 1965!

- Mildred Kolody

Trek

Here is my granddaughter, Geneviève Laroche, and her dog, 
Trek. Trek is the ultimate adventure dog. He loves to go cross 
country skiing and mountain biking. He also loves to catch 
sticks in his mouth!

- Charlotte Reid

You can reach us at 250-299-1874 
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com

The information in this KTRTA Bulletin is not dispensing legal, medical or 

financial advice. Opinions are those of the writers.
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