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The KTRTA Bulletin
Kamloops Retired Teachers’ Association

This month, we are continuing to celebrate our 50th
anniversary by taking a look back at the KTRT Club’s
dedication to give bursaries to Faculty of Education students.
We also have an update on the 2020-2021 bursary recipients.
We have a heartfelt love story and several funny classroom
stories for you to enjoy, too.

Message from the President - Marney Bethell
Happy Spring everyone! I hope everyone is well and
managing to get outside and enjoy some fresh air and
sunshine. It seems the vaccine roll out is going smoothly in
Kamloops and perhaps some of you will have had a chance to
book your appointments and have already had your shots.
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KTRTA

1

March 26, 2021

2020-2021
KTRTA Executive
President - Marney Bethell

Don’t forget to send us your funny classroom memories and
incidents for Sheila Park, dress code stories (or disasters) for
Pat Petley and love stories for Rosemarie Stoltze.

Secretary - Betty Karpuk

On a personal note, I am finally meeting one of my goals: I
have been painting my bathroom! We had some water
damage so we had to remove drywall, vapour barrier and
insulation, replace, then mud, sand and paint. It is almost
done! Fresh and clean with a new shower curtain, ready for
the rest of the Spring cleaning! We’ll see how that goes!

Treasurer - Sandy Baird

~Marney Bethell

Vice President - Donna Walsh
Past President - Sheila Park

Pensions, Benefits & WellbeingSheila Park
Membership and Online Office
Manager - Noeleen Bunney
Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson

BCRTA Zoom Meeting - Marney Bethell
I attended a zoom meeting on March 24th, 2021 with
BCRTA President Grace Wilson and all BC local branch
presidents. The following are some notes about the meeting:
BCRTA President’s comments- Grace Wilson:
-An update of what’s happening at the BCRTA level,
-A reminder that branch AGM minutes are to go to BCRTA,
( I had already sent our 2020 AGM minutes to the BCRTA!)
-A notice that Sea-to-Sky Retried Teachers’ Association has
folded,
-The BCRTA Handbook is being updated/revised and it will
be available on the website shortly,
-Kristie at BCTRA has been appointed to our Members
Privacy Policies,
-The Fall, 2021 AGM will be held virtually again this year,
-The BCRTA executive are looking for people to sit on
committees. If you are interested or have a particular skill
set, please let them know,
-There is a link on the BCRTA website that will take you to
the latest information on COVID19,
-Be aware and careful about scams and phishing frauds - even
Grace got hooked and sent a gift card by mistake,
-There are rumours of a snap election, so they are working on
a booklet of questions for candidates with ACER-CART.
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Pensions – Gerry Tiede, Past President BCRTA:
-That our Pension fund is fully funded and earning 8%. Our
plan needs 6% and we are earning +2% above that,
-That if you cancelled your travel insurance, be sure to renew
it before you book your travel plans,
-If you are hospitalized in the US, the medical costs could
easily exceed a MILLION DOLLARS,
-Talk to Johnson Insurance. They provide something called
“Best Friend’s Advice” for all types of insurance,
-Travel insurance is important even for travel within Canada,
-That ACER-CART info is coming. Their website has a
button where you add your name and postal code, it will send
a letter to your MP,
Brewer’s Black Bird
Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

-The ACER-CART Conference will be virtual and open to all
membership June 3, 2021 @10:00am with guest speakers.
Ad-hoc Committee About Branch Newsletters - Arnie
Lambert:
-There will be a collection of great ideas, with guidelines of
do’s and don’ts to support our local branch newsletters, with
website resources,
-Coming April, 2021.
2021 AGM and Conference Update – Caroline Malm:
-The AGM will be virtual and take place over 2 mornings
instead of all day,
-All members will be able to view Thursday, September 30,
2021 and Friday, October 1, 2021,
-Keynote Speakers - Brian Minter, Master Gardener and Dr.
James McCormick about food,
-Our KTRTA will have 3 delegates participate and vote and
all members can view on YouTube.
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75th Anniversary Celebration Planning - Steve Bailey:
2020-2021
KTRT Club Executive
President - Bev Maxwell
Vice President - Sheila
Park
Secretary - Donna Walsh
Treasurer - Sandy Baird
CHES - Pat Petley
TRU/R.R. Smith:
- Glenda Miles,
- Donna Sharpe
Members-at-Large:
- Marlene Olineck
- Carolynne Miller
- Suzanne Legault
- Sharon Olson

-Presentation, planning and activities,
-Branch greetings and Past Presidents,
-There is a special 75th Anniversary PostScript magazine
issue coming.
Member Wellbeing – Terry Green:
-Announcement of the upcoming online presentation about
services provided by UBC Pharmacy clinic to look at your
medications and drug interactions,
-Should be available by late April/early May,
-KTRTA will send out more information as it becomes
available.
Increasing Membership and Succession Planning –
Dave Scott:
-Discussed ways to recruit mew members,
-Discussed how to encourage members to volunteer for
executive positions,
-Membership is a problem for every local branch,
-Suggests that we get personal email addresses from retiring
teachers so we can keep in touch,
-We need to prepare for succession within the branch,
-Suggests that we hold a “bring a friend” meeting - when we
can have a meeting,
-Suggests we ask our membership for ideas on how to
increase membership,
-Suggests that we advertise in the newspaper,
-Suggests that we send a Happy Retirement letter to all new
retirees (which we do).
~Marney Bethell
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Canadian Harambee Education Society
Update on Sponsored Student Eliza Shubanga
- Pat Petley, KTRT Club CHES Liaison
Here is an update about Eliza Shubanga, the most recent of
our KTRT Club sponsored students in Tanzania. It is really
satisfying to see that she has decided to go into Education.
Here is the correspondence we recently received from
CHES.
Dear Naomi and Bernie
Do you have any information on Eliza Shubanga. She was
in Form 6 in 2019 at Lugufu. Her sponsor, Kamloops
Retired Teachers’ Association, is
doing a newsletter and thought it would be nice to include an
article on Eliza. I thought maybe if she checks in at CHES
House at all you might know how and what she is doing. All
is well here.We are having some cold weather - below zero and might get a little snow. Take care and stay well.
Eliza Shubanga
The KTRT Club sponsored Eliza during
her high school years. She is now at
university studying Education!
Photo Credit: Canadian Harambee
Education Society (CHES)

Love, Julia [CHES oﬃce manager]
Dear Julia,
Eliza Shubanga is studying at Morogoro University; she is
taking her degree in education. She is still at college now, we
didn't see her [lately], maybe after the school break. Sorry for
the late answer,
Love,
Naomi and Bernie [Tanzania]

Treasurer’s Report - Sandy Baird
Here is our report for this month:
KTRTA Balance: $6223.16 and GIC $1044.29
KTRT Club Balance: $1047.80
~Sandy Baird
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A Little History:
F l o we r B o u q u e t s f o r t h e Re t i r e m e n t
Banquets - Irene Smith

Rosa Simplicity
Photo Credit: Stan Shebs, Wikimedia Commons

According to tradition, the KTRTA
has supplied fresh flowers for the
Retirement Banquet each year. I
became involved with the flowers
after my retirement in 1991. It was a
natural fit for me as working with
flowers was one of my greatest joys.
It helped that we had an endless
supply of pink Simplicity roses in
our yard. The earlier banquets were
adorned with rose bouquets on the
registration table, the head table
and the individual tables. Later on
we began to use a variety of
beautiful cut flowers mostly from
the retired teachers’ gardens.

A group of ladies would appear on
the mornings of the banquets to arrange the flowers and
e n j o y c o f f e e a n d g o o d i e s . Ma g i c a l l y, t h e
arrangements appeared, seemingly more beautiful each
year! There was no shortage of conversation!
I have so appreciated the faithful retirees who could be
depended upon to drop oﬀ flowers or to stay for the “coﬀee
flower parties!” My husband, Ed, was always so willing to help
with the transporting the flowers to the Stockman’s hotel in
the earlier years then to TRU in the more recent times. I am
also grateful to Sheila Park and many other people who have
retrieved the vases at the end of the banquets.
This tradition of the “flowers” has continued until Covid-19
put it on “hold”! May the restrictions soon be lifted and may
our lives be back on track!
~Irene Smith
Celebrating 5o Years!
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A Love Story - Ian MacKenzie
I noticed the request for love stories in the last bulletin.
Well, mine is fairly lengthy, rambling, and involving more
than my generation but it goes to show how love results in an
extension far beyond the marriage. I love all those mentioned
in the piece. At the very least you should get a chuckle.

Love’s Labor 1954-56
It was in November of 1954 when a friend and I went to a
dance at the YWCA in downtown Vancouver.

Ian MacKenzie

It was just another dance, one of many. But it was diﬀerent.
It was there I met Audrey.
Although the lights were dim they were bright enough for me
to spy a young girl with the most beautiful legs and eyes I’d
ever seen who was sitting across the room on a low bench. Of
course I asked her to dance and from then until now I’ve
barely left her side. I drove her home and met her father
(Ernest, but I called him The Chief), step-mother (Gwen)
and sister (Helen). They lived in the back of a china shop
they owned on Kingsway that Gwen operated during the day,
after recently moving here from Ontario. Apparently I was a
welcome addition to this family because I scared oﬀ an
unwelcome boyfriend of Audrey’s who had followed them
across Canada. Another reason was that The Chief took a
shine to my presence as well. He liked young people, and over
the rest of his life became more than just a father-in-law. He
became like my second father, interested and involved in
everything I did.
That was during my “photography” decade. I had recently
graduated from a Brownie box camera to a quality German
camera with a Schneider Kreuznach lens no less and was
spending a lot of time in the darkroom of the UBC camera
club darkroom, sharpening up the processing skills necessary
to develop film, then print and enlarge from the negatives
both in black and white and color. I loved to experiment with
Celebrating 5o Years!
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these skills, but the need to share the facilities at UBC gave
too little time for that. So nothing would do but build a
darkroom in the basement of the house Audrey’s family had
moved to from the china shop. And of course the Chief
supplied the second hand equipment for it. That’s the
wonderful kind of guy he was.
But, naturally, the darkroom was a much lesser attraction
than his daughter, meaning that those two attractions
resulted in less attention being spent at my studies than was
necessary. Having just enough willpower and wit to realize
this, but determined to marry my love before graduation, I
had been saving up for school by working in the bush during
the previous few summers for the BCFS (B.C. Forest Service)
while Audrey worked as a secretary downtown. But we were
never going to be able to aﬀord to rent our own place, so I
worked in the Photography Department of Woodwards on
weekends to supplement our income.
Our plan was to get married on December 31 of 1955, which
neither set of parents thought was a good idea, so we
compromised and agreed on a one week later date very
unwillingly. Of course they were more far-sighted than us.
Looking back at how naïve I was I’m shocked at what I
expected my wife to live in! Thanks to my Dad, who insisted
that he come with me to assess the place I had already paid
the first month’s rent on, he followed me down a long hall,
during which we passed several men on their way out. When
we returned to his car he turned in the seat, looked me
square in the eye, and told me that under no circumstances
was I going to live with a young wife in a brothel!
I had no idea we had passed customers exiting. He did.
It was now January 6, 1956. I had made arrangements with
my Genetics professor to take an oral exam in the morning
because I had missed her Christmas exam. I had missed it
because of some wedding arrangements I had to make, but I
can’t remember now what they were. However I do
remember that I didn’t tell her the true reason, feeling quite
guilty at having to ask for an oral and, unfortunately, that was
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the only time she’d had available. In any case I had bought
some StayAwake pills so I could cram for the exam and
studied all night. But those pills were powerful and did
something to my central nervous system. After she had asked
me a few questions and I had jerkingly answered, she paused
and asked if I was alright, that I seemed quite nervous and
disjointed. I told her that I was getting married that
afternoon, at which she sat back in her chair and asked,
“Why are you here then, young man? I wondered why you’d
come for an exam in a suit and tie. Get out of here! We’ll
finish this oﬀ later.”
Which we did successfully the following week. What a
wonderful person she was.
Ian and Audrey MacKenzie
January, 1956

Although the minister who performed the wedding was quite
relaxed with his feet on his desk and cleaning his nails I only
remember wondering why Audrey was so late. I didn’t know
she had awakened that day with a bad cold so everything
waited for about twenty minutes till she arrived. In order to
save money Gwen and The Chief had suggested we have the
reception in the living room of their house. I don’t remember
the reception itself but I think there were about 50 friends
and relatives there. And Gwen had outdone herself on the
meal. She was a great cook. What I remember vividly though
was the chase that the older brother of one of my best
friends put us through before we were able to get a block
ahead, duck down a lane and drive into an empty garage
before he sped past.
What a day! We stayed at a rat infested motel in Whalley
that night; then completed our honeymoon journey to Seattle
the following day, where I thought I’d lost her. I had gone to
a Talls Photography store while she had crossed the street to
buy me popcorn at a store she had noticed there. But we had
agreed to meet in front of Talls afterwards. I waited in front
of Talls for what seemed to be an hour, becoming more and
more agitated. I knew she had a very poor sense of direction,
but how could I have lost my bride on our honeymoon?
Then I heard a faint “Yoo-Hoo, Ian” above the sound of
traﬃc and there she was waving at me with the bag of
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popcorn standing in front of a Talls Luggage store across the
street! What a way to begin that ‘for better or for worse’
arrangement.

“Our four kids are now
grandparents!”

Ian and Audrey MacKenzie
65th Anniversary Celebration, Whistler, BC

Nine and a half months later, on October 24 of 1956 our first
child was born in Grace Hospital. The birth of our daughter,
Dawn, was, to me, a miracle in more ways than one. Birth
itself is miraculous, but Audrey was in labor for 57 hours and
survived a huge amount of pain before her gynaecologist
decided to take the Caesarian route as I was stalking him in
the halls. He would somehow bypass me every time I
thought I had him cornered. He finally found me after the
operation in one of the well trod halls and actually said,
“Lucky we took her out when we did, otherwise she’d have
come out in pieces.” I was so happy that Audrey was finally
out of pain that the insensitivity of his statement didn’t hit
me until he had disappeared. Then I went into shock that
deepened when I first saw our daughter’s bullet-shaped head.
But she was an otherwise beautiful baby, loved by all who saw
her.
I graduated with my B.A. that year. Just one more Teacher
Training year to go before beginning teaching. During that
year I was hired to teach at Duchess Park Junior Secondary
in Prince George after my interview with the principal of the
school, Gordon Payton, the best principal I’ve ever worked
under. Now I could finally move into the interior with my
new family. Yippee!
Audrey and I have been married for 65 years and our four
children are now grandparents.
I love them all.
~Ian MacKenzie
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Some trivia about Lloyd George
Elementary School:
Ralph Bell was principal from 1923
until 1962.
Kay Bingham was a popular teacher
at Lloyd George for many years.

Built in 1922 and named after the British Prime Minister at that time, Lloyd George Elementary School
Photo Credit: A. C. Taylor

KTRTA Heritage - Sheila Park
We are continuing to work on the research for the book
about the History of Special Education in SD 24/73.
It is always fun to come across photographs
of old Kamloops Schools. This is one I had never seen before.
I did not realize that the Lloyd George Elementary was as
wonderful a heritage building, if not more so, than Stuart
Wood or the Court House. What a treasure this would have
been to preserve. Sadly it was torn down when the new
school was built. I am trying to track down anyone who went
there and the date of its demise.
Over the past few years we have hoped that the KTRTA
could put together an electronic book (eBook) of humorous
classroom stories written by our members. What better time
than now, our 50th Anniversary year, to start this project. We
might call it something like, Kids, Gotta Love ‘Em.
So folks, please consider writing down your memories and
emailing them to the KTRTA. If you have colleagues who do
not use email perhaps you could help them type and email
their stories to us.
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Last month I had two short stories that I always get a laugh
out of remembering. This month, we have four more funny
classroom stories for you:

A Smoking Hot Lesson - Gordon Lloyd
The scene: Grade 11 Social Studies classroom at NorKam Jr.
Sr. High in 1962.
Always being one to embrace new technology, I was teaching
a lesson on WW II using illustrations from a Life Magazine.
The pictures were projected onto a screen using an
epidiascope (commonly called an opaque projector, a
forerunner to the overhead projector).

Epidiascope
Photo Credit: Curious Science Website

The lesson was going very well with lots of student
participation. Looking at the screen there was suddenly a
hole in the picture which was getting larger by the second. It
was then that I smelled smoke and realized that the heat
from the projector bulb had ignited the picture and there was
a first class fire in rapid development. The magazine was
dispatched to the waste basket, a student sent for a jug of
water and all was well. When the pandemonium settled
down one student said: “Sir, that was a fun lesson, can we do
it again?”
(Incidentally, the classroom mentioned was on the main floor
of what became the Christian School etc. After it was the Jr.
Sr. High and then MacArthur Park Jr. Sec.)
~Gordon Lloyd

Infinity - Sheila Park
Once upon a time at the cutting and pasting centre in my
kindergarten classroom I overheard four children discussing
word definitions. “What’s “infinity”? asked one child.
Kristopher promptly responded, “It is when you go on
counting, even when you are dead.”
~Sheila Park
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Teaching With Style -Mary Ellen Patterson
Fashion and dress code in the 1960's could make life
interesting at times. I was teaching at Brock Elementary and
we had to wear skirts or a dress and nylons on our legs.
Another primary teacher had tanned legs and the principal
pinched her legs and discovered no nylons. She was sent
home to put on nylons. I was the carpool driver so I was sent
to take her home. We both had primary classes and the
principal said she would supervise both classes in the gym
while we were gone. Two classes of 30 each! We had to drive
up to Sahali to put on the nylons. I remember we stopped for
a coﬀee and donut on our way back to school just to make it
worthwhile! Those were the days.
~Mary Ellen Patterson

Static Electricity - Noeleen Bunney
Lazuli Bunting
Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

I started teaching in 1975 and skirts or dresses with nylon
stockings were expected. Under-slips were also standard
attire. Around that time, many new, manmade fabrics were
being developed and used for clothing. I had just bought
myself a stylish oﬀ-white polyester skirt and matching blazer
and was so excited to wear it to work for the first time. Just a
handful of steps on the carpet of my open-area classroom,
though, and the static electricity built up so powerfully that
it caused my under-slip, polyester skirt and jacket to instantly
wrap tightly around my body. It caused my skirt and slip to
not only cling tightly but also to awkwardly ride upwards as I
walked, revealing more than was okay with each and every
step. There was nothing I could think to do to release the
static that pulled the fabric so tightly to my body so I made
my way to the closest phone in the school oﬃce (no cell
phones back then) without any students witnessing my
predicament. Thankfully my husband was able to rescue me
by bringing me a change of outfit before school started.
~Noeleen Bunney
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Wanted!
Humorous classroom stories
that always get a laugh when
remembered.
Please send these to Sheila Park:
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR HUMOROUS CLASSROOM
STORIES. Dress code stories could be part of our funny
classroom stories, too. (Pat Petley’s idea.) We will share these
with you and create a book. I really hope that you feel
inspired to put pen to paper to share your humorous
classroom stories for our eBook.
Send these to Sheila Park at onlineoﬃce.ktrta@gmail.com
~Sheila Park

Pensions, Benefits & Member Wellbeing
- Sheila Park
Benefits: Life is busy with many distractions and reminders
are always helpful, so, for your Extended Health or Dental
Insurance, whatever your plan, please remember to check
your booklet to check what you can claim. You can check this
in your extended health online account and of course claim
that way, too. If you do not use a computer to submit your
claims online be sure to mail these mail in. Be sure not to
miss out on any medical expenses like: massages, physio,
canes, walkers, hospital beds, hearing aides, support hose and
many more. These are benefits you pay for so be sure to claim
items. Many of our members have extended health and
dental coverage through Green Shield, however, its
important to note that the BCRTA oﬀers an alternate EHC
plan through Johnson called Prestige EHC. It was created to
better suit the needs of our members. Please call me if you
have questions: Sheila Park 250 372 2806.
Covid Vaccines: These are happening now. As I write this
folks born in 1946 can call in to book appointments.
Remember it is your birth year not your age. For instance,
although I was born in 1948, and I am not 73 years old yet but
I can still call in to book my appointment as soon as they
allow people born in 1948 to do so. They are ahead of
schedule and dates are changing so keep checking. Hopefully
many of us will have our first shot very soon. Stay well and
follow all of the COVID-19 guidelines.
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Travel Cancellation and Medical Insurance: If you have put
your monthly travel plan on hold, be sure to check on
whether or not you need to reinstate your coverage before
you book any travel. Do you need to have insurance
coverage in place from the date of booking? You may be
booking with no insurance in place without realizing how
important this is. Plans diﬀer so be sure to check it out. We
will travel again!
Buying Insurance: Check out all of the diﬀerent Johnson
Plans on the BCRTA.ca website.
~ Sheila Park

Sunshine Committee

Mountain Bluebird

This month we sent a Get Well card to our Sunshine
Committee Chair, Mary Ellen Patterson, to bring her a little
sunshine. We also sent a Sympathy card to Barb Stankievich’s
family.

Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

Please let us know of any member needing a little “sunshine.”
Email us at oﬃce.ktrta@gmail.com or phone 250 299-1874.
Here is the link to our In Memoriam page on our website.

Greetings from the KTRT Club - Bev
Maxwell
Sadly, here we are having another year without being able to
meet in person to celebrate our Bursary students at a
luncheon and to participate in the Silent Auction fundraiser.
Following all the covid 19 protocols, the Club managed to
have a Fall Harvest fundraiser and AGM at McArthur Island
Park. It was very diﬀerent, but our members had fun with a
'Treasures in the Trunk' event and sharing Fall harvest
produce.
In November, TRU set up a virtual Awards Ceremony so that
we could meet and present our Retired Teachers' bursaries, as
well as the R.R. Smith Foundation bursary. Glenda Miles and
myself attended the Zoom meeting and were able to see and
have conversations with our student recipients:
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Yury Duque, Jessica Leonard (Retired Teachers' Bursaries)
and Theresa Thomas (R.R. Smith & Club Bursaries). The
students expressed their appreciation for being selected as
bursary recipients and the Zoom meeting provided an
opportunity to get to know a little about their backgrounds
and their passion for becoming a teacher.
We have kept in touch with the students, as they have coped
with online classes and are now looking forward to getting
into the classrooms for their practicums in late April.
Please see the recent write-ups by the students and a brief
history of the bursaries.
With the roll-out of the covid 19 vaccinations, we are hopeful
that we may gather together in the Fall in some capacity. We
look forward to our AGM and a fun-filled fundraiser, once
again.
Thank you to the KTRTA for allowing us to contribute to
the March virtual newsletter.
Take care & stay safe.
~Bev Maxwell

Photo Credit: Jessica Leonard

Keeping In Touch With Our Bursary Students
- Bev Maxwell
Jessica Leonard (Retired Teachers' $1600 Bursary
Recipient )
Hello,
Hopefully as we get closer to the summer we will be able to
ease up a little with covid and restrictions. Our family is
really hoping to go south to visit all our immediate family in
the states this summer. It's been over a year since we have
seen any family in person but we call and video chat often.
For my first practicum at Brock Middle School, I was in
grade 8 & 9 Science and grade 8 math classes. I taught both
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the grade 8 science and math class for my lessons. It was a lot
of fun, and there was a lot I learned teaching and observing
the younger grades. I was also able to get around to many
other classrooms in the school. I really enjoyed my time at
Brock Middle School and would not mind going back for my
long practicum. It was definitely diﬀerent than high school
classes. I am currently at NorKam High School this week and
next for my second practicum in a classroom with Grade 11
Physics and Earth Science. Earth Science is one of my
teachables, and I was able to get a couple lessons in already
with them on mining and resource economics. I have also
been enjoying helping and observing the physics class. All of
us teacher candidates in the STEM program enjoy being in
the classroom and putting what we have learned into
practice. In some of our coursework, we have been working
on resumes and teacher certification, which is exciting.
Sincerely, Jessica Leonard
Yur y Duque Zuluaga (Retired Teachers' $1600
Bursary Recipient)

Photo Credit: Yury Duque

Hello,
I am happy to hear from you and I hope you are well. The
winter semester is going well and I am feeling more
comfortable with the online learning. Taking the program
online has been a learning curve keeping myself motivated
and discovering what works and what doesn't. Thanks to your
generosity I have been able to focus on school, rather than
worrying on how to support my education and my family.
I will start my practicum in mid-April and it will last 2 weeks.
I haven't received any information yet regarding location or
grade. I am looking forward to be part of a classroom to put
my learning into practice and to gain experience. I would
have loved to attend the luncheon, but I completely
understand that it is not safe to gather at this point as the
virus is still aﬀecting our community. I really miss the social
aspect of my life, but I am positive that we will be able to
gather in a safe way soon.
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Once again, thank you for your kindness and support on the
pursuing of my educational dreams.
Sincerely, Yury Duque
Theresa Thomas (R.R. Smith Foundation Bursary &
$500 KTRT Club Bursary)
Hello,

Photo Credit: Theresa Thompson

How nice to hear from you! This semester is going really
well. There is a lot of work, but I'm learning so much!
Unfortunately, we did not have a practicum last semester
because of covid-19, but we will have a placement in the last
two weeks of April. I'm so excited to actually get into a
classroom and use what we have learned in a practical way. I
know this is what will help the most in understanding how
things will work in the classroom with students. We are still
not sure where and what grade yet, but the rumour is we will
know in the next couple of weeks. Fingers crossed.
I wanted to tell you I received straight A's last semester and
winning the bursary gave me that big push at the end to keep
focused and work hard. I expect to receive a deans list
emailed any day now. I never thought I would be on the
dean's list when I decided to come back to university, but it
keeps happening and I am really proud of myself!
Sorry to hear you are not able to have the luncheon and
fundraiser. Darn covid-19 has really put a wrench in our
spokes in so many ways! I hope the vaccines are expedited so
we can have some normalcy soon.Thank you so much for
reaching out.
Sincerely, Theresa Thomas
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The History of Our Retired Teachers' Bursary
- Bev Maxwell
The founders of the Retired Teachers' Bursary were five
members of the KTRTA: Janet Doubt, John Philip, Alf Law,
Warren Damer and Fred Shirley. Janet brought the idea for a
bursary back from a BCRTA Provincial AGM meeting. At
that time, the group determined that it would be called “The
Retired Teachers' Bursary” and was never to be named after
any specific person. The fund was established in 1994 with
$4272, all of which was donated by the district retired
teachers of that time. In 1995 the fund received matching
Provincial Government funds and the teachers continued to
make heroic contributions to augment the fund until the
total by 2001 was $18,740.
The fund criteria read as follows: Income(interest) will
provide two annual bursaries to students enrolled in a
Bachelor of Education who show commitment and
demonstrate financial need.
In the early years, items for fund raising were donated such
as: a picture painted by Fred Doubt, wine donated by Art
Hooper, a bookcase made by John Kolody, a coﬀee table
book collection assembled by Alf Law, a water colour painted
by John Philip, a set of dishes made by Enid Damer, a doll
made by Mary Ellen Patterson and Wendy Madson, a cozy
quilt made by Liz Brown and a bedspread knitted by KRTA
ladies. In more recent years, members have participated in
Mystery Tours, hosted by Marianne Trestain, and silent
auctions to continue raising funds for the bursaries. Our
annual bursary luncheons have provided opportunities for
our members to get to know the bursary recipients.
In recent years, the KTRT Club was formed to carry on with
the fundraising, resulting in awarding two $1600 TRU
Bursaries, a $500 Bursary, as well as, giving support to the
Canadian Harambee Education Society (CHES).
Throughout the years, since the inception of the Retired
Teachers' Bursary, the Kamloops Retired Teachers have given
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generously with their time, energy and financial support to
build a Bursary Fund to benefit university students who
choose to enter the Bachelor of Education Program. As of
April 1, 2020 the Kamloops Thompson Retired Teachers
Endowment at TRU has a balance of $96,295.53. The
interest generated from the principle, aﬀords the KTRT Club
to continue supporting those students in their pursuit of
obtaining a degree in the faculty of Education.

Please keep in touch.
We love to hear from you!
~ Noeleen Bunney
Membership Chair and Online Office
Manager
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com
250-299-1874
ktrta.ca

Over the years, the Retired Teachers have continued to be
dedicated and passionate about supporting students in the
faculty of Education.
Please note that parts of this report came from the Spring
2006 issue of The KRTA Bridge newsletter.

What is the R. R. Smith Foundation? - Bev
Maxwell
Who was R.R. Smith?
Robert Reid Smith was a founding member, as well as a
President of the BC Retired Teachers' Association and served
as BCTF President as well. The investments he made on
behalf of these organizations financed their growth and
thereby helped BC teachers. To honour his memory, a fund
was established to advance public education in British
Columbia and developing countries.
BCRTA Connection
Grants came about from the 2006 court decision which gave
funds directly from BCTF to the R.R. Smith Foundation and
enabled 6 BC universities to share $150,000 and set up
bursary programs in their Education / PDP programs. The
R.R. Smith Foundation no longer uses the wording 'the
charitable arm of the BCRTA' in their advertising, as both are
independent organizations.
Endowment Report (March 31, 2020)
Balance as of April 1, 2020 $13,845.92
Based on income earned @ 3.5%
$482.86 was awarded to our student in November 2020.
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What does the Foundation do?
Awards grants to projects in developing countries
•
(CHES)
Awards grants to projects in B.C. Communities
•
(Clearwater)
Awards grants annually to students training to be
•
teachers (6 B.C. Universities)
To learn more about the R.R. Smith Foundation and its
projects, refer to the website www.rrsmith.ca. Also, see the
write-up on the back pages of the Spring 2021 issue of the
Postscript.

Donating to the Bursaries and CHES - Bev
Maxwell
As we will have to forego the usual fundraising at a KTRT
Club Silent Auction, members may still wish to contribute to
our Bursaries and CHES (Canadian Harambee Education
Society).
Cheques made out for TRU Foundation (Print Retired
Teachers' Bursary - on the memo line)
Mail cheques to:
Thompson Rivers University
Foundation / Advancement Oﬃce
805 TRU Way, Kamloops BC
V2C 9Z9

Cheques for KTRT Club (supporting $500 to top up the
R.R. Smith Foundation bursary)
Mail to:
Sandy Baird,
1991 Westsyde Rd.
Kamloops BC
V2B 7C1
Cheques for Canadian Harambee Education Society (CHES)
Mail to Sandy Baird to be forwarded to CHES.
See address above.
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Last Friday of the month…
Click this link to view our
KTRTA Website
Special thanks to our website
administrator, Harvey Dalley,
for creating and maintaining our
website.

This season, instead of getting together with you in person,
as we wish we could, we have posted our monthly VirtualMeeting-By-Bulletin on our website (ktrta.ca) and emailed each
of these to our members on the last Friday of each month
from September through to April (except December). We are
excited to have almost 500 members, but we of course we
want many more retired teachers to join our local association
of the BCRTA. Please share our website information and our
monthly KTRTA Bulletins with other retired educators you
know. Please encourage your spouse and your friends to
become members our provincial BCRTA group and join our
local branch by adding it to their membership, too. It’s just
$5.00 per year provides supports to the KTRTA and the
bursaries and charitable giving done by the KTRTClub. To
help them sign up, show them how to use the online form
here (don’t forget to check the box to sign up for Kamloops
Thompson Branch) or suggest that they give Laurie a call at
BCRTA. Here is Laurie’s contact information:
Laurie Boyd, BCRTA Main Office Manager

BCRTA Email: office@bcrta.ca
BCRTA Toll-Free Phone:1-877-683-2243

BCRTA Website: www.bcrta.ca

The Kamloops Thompson Retired Teacher’s Association
branch of the BCRTA geographically covers not just the
Kamloops Thompson region, we also reach areas of the
province west of Kamloops to Lillooet, east to Chase, south
to Westwold and north to Blue River. Our local branch
includes retired educators from the Gold Trail and Kamloops
Thompson School Districts. We have members who taught
elsewhere in Canada and joined our local branch when they
moved to our region to enjoy their retirement years.
Conversely, some of our members taught in the Gold Trail
and Kamloops Thompson School Districts and have moved
to other provinces or countries after their retirement but still
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keep in touch via their membership. We enjoy keeping in
touch with you all, near and far!

We are your local branch of the BCRTA!
Questions, submissions. suggestions, address change? Please
contact us. We would love to hear from you!
Best regards,
KTRTA Executive
Contact Information:
Hillcrest Ranch
Photo Credit: Marney Bethell

Noeleen Bunney
Membership & Online Oﬃce Manager
onlineoﬃce.ktrta@gmail.com
250-299-1874

In case you have missed out on
reading one of our 2020-2021
Bulletins, here they are.
Just click the links:
• Romance, Love & Canadian
Harambee Education Society
Bulletin February 26, 2021

• Scholarships and Bursaries
Bulletin January 29, 2021

• Christmas Memories Bulletin
November 27, 2020

• Halloween Flashback Bulletin
October 30, 2020

• 2020-2021 KTRTA Pamphlet

A beautiful Spring Day at the Historic Hillcrest Ranch
Credit: Marney Bethell
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