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The KTRTA Bulletin
Kamloops Retired Teachers’ Association
This month, as part of celebrating our 50th
anniversary, we take a look back on the
KTRT Club’s dedication to give to the
Canadian Harambee Education Society
(CHES). We also have a heartfelt article
about traveling to Tanzania, a few hearts
and some love stories, too. Enjoy!
Message from the President - Marney Bethell
Happy February, everyone! I hope you are all continuing to
manage these strange COVID times…that seems to be going
on forever! I am sure ready for a change back to normal but
alas, it seems this process will last a little longer. We continue
to wear masks, sanitize our hands and shopping carts and
generally stay home.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Northern Pygmy Owl Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

Every morning I read Kamloops This Week online and at the
beginning they always have a prediction of the weather and a
look at the how many days until the next season. As I am
writing this, there are only 24 days to Spring! I can’t wait!

Northern Pygmy Owl: Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

I am also looking forward to this newsletter. Since we have
not been able to have our usual monthly meeting, these
monthly newsletters have taken the place of keeping in touch
with our membership. Our mission statement at the KTRTA
is to enhance the quality of life for all our local branch
members. Our goal is to provide social connection and
engagement with important issues. Although I am missing
the monthly in-person, face-to-face lunch meetings, it is the
way it is, so these newsletters are so important. Be sure to
check out the BCRTA website for great information. The
trip packages look amazing, once we are able to get back to
them!
There are also some big changes ahead for our biannual
KTRTA Bridge newsletter, as we say a huge thank you to
Frank Veszley for his many years of service as Editor of the
KTRTA Bridge and member of the Executive to the KTRTA.
It is truly the end of an era. One of the reasons I volunteered
for the executive was to have the opportunity to get to know
Frank …and Sheila and Raven and Rosemarie…and all the
others! Frank is so knowledgeable and respected and has vast
experiences of things that most of us can’t imagine. We wish
Frank well!
Be sure to check out Sheila Park’s suggestion that our
members submit stories from their early teaching days for an
e-Book she is putting together for our 50th anniversary.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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I have some stories from when I started teaching in 1975 in
Vancouver District with a Grade 5 class of 36 at Lord Roberts
School in the West End. I was only a few years older than the
kids that I was teaching and they were certainly more worldly
than me - a sheltered girl from Salt Spring Island!

Snow Bunting Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

I have continued to be busy with my projects. I published the
book for Glenn Dreger called Birds and Animals of Knutsford.
It is lovely. I have included several of his photos for you to
enjoy. I am now working on a book with a local artist by the
name of Tim Francis. Check out his work online at
timfrancis.ca.

Great Grey Owl Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

I am continuing with the book, The History of Special
Education in Kamloops School District 24/73. I had requested a
number of photographs from the Kamloops Museum and
Archives and the process was quite interesting.
Appointments had to be made, the requested items were laid
out ahead of schedule, time was limited to 45 minutes, no
coats, handbags, cameras, phones, paper and pens were
allowed at the work table. In fact, I had to put them on a
piece of paper on the floor!

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Once the items had been examined, (with special care to
ensure that they stayed on the paper and stayed in order) and
selections were made, the request had to be put in by email,
paid by phone and the high-resolution scan will be emailed to
me within two weeks. It is unfortunate that we are not
allowed, during these COVID times, to browse the stacks,
card or picture files.

Barn Swallow Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

February is the month of “Love and Romance”, and our
program chair, Rosemarie Stoltze suggested that we write
about our personal experiences. I have included pictures of
just a few of my loves…my granddaughters, Elaine and Kadyn,
my guy, Bill, and my family. Some of you will recognize my
son and daughter, oh so grown up!

2020-2021
KTRTA Executive
President - Marney Bethell
Vice President - Donna Walsh
Past President - Sheila Park
Secretary - Betty Karpuk
Treasurer - Sandy Baird
Pensions, Benefits & WellbeingSheila Park
Membership - Noeleen Bunney
Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson
Programs - Rosemarie Stoltze
KTRTA Bridge NewsletterFrank Veszely
I wish everyone well and look forward to the time when we
can meet in person. My favourite quote is from a gift that I
received from a student, “Teachers who love teaching teach
children to love learning.”
~Marney
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Grosbeak Photo Credit: Glenn Dreger

2020-2021
KTRT Club Executive
President - Bev Maxwell
Vice President - Sheila Park
Secretary - Donna Walsh
Treasurer - Sandy Baird
CHES - Pat Petley
TRU/R.R. Smith:
- Glenda Miles,
- Donna Sharpe
Members-at-Large:
- Marlene Olineck
- Carolynne Miller
- Suzanne Legault
- SharonOlson

We've Made a Diﬀerence – Our History with
CHES (aka Canadian Harambee Education
Society) - Pat Petley, KTRT Club CHES
Liaison
CHES is a not-for-profit sponsorship program that is
operated out of a small oﬃce in NewWestminster. CHES
assists girls to stay in school beyond the equivalent of Grade
7. Initially CHES was only in Kenya but due to a couple of
Kamloops teachers sponsorship became available also to girls
in Tanzania. Linda Breault and Don Frazer from Kamloops
were working in the isolated Tanzanian village of Katesh and
saw that girls from, especially, the Barbaig tribe, had little
opportunity to attend school. This was partly due to good
intentions from our government under Pierre Trudeau. Our
government recognized the extreme poverty in Tanzania and
felt that by helping locals become wheat farmers their lives
would be improved. Unfortunately for the Barbaig people,
whose livelihood is based on herding small herds of cattle and
goats, the presence of wheat fields changed their ability to
graze where they wanted. Linda and Don learned of CHES
operating in Kenya and made contact.
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The result was a smaller sponsorship program out of Katesh.
By coincidence many of the leaders of CHES happen to be
retired teachers.
“By coincidence, many of the
leaders of CHES happen to be
retired teachers.”

Girls are interviewed and accepted for sponsorship based on
need. Many more apply than can be accepted. If possible the
girls attend a local high school and may stay at home. If a
high school is not close enough there has been a dormitory
built at Katesh, and for some girls, in the past, billeting was
found.
The girls are provided with uniforms, text books, school
supplies and a stipend for other needs. Special needs have
been accommodated. For example one girl was fitted with an
artificial leg, and at least one blind girl was sponsored.
Another girl had a disability in that she had short arms so she
was given special instructions on using a small knitting loom.
Shortly after that she had her own business, employing other
young women, knitting school sweaters.
The emphasis is on academic education. Some girls have
become teachers and doctors but all, as Marlene says, in her
article, benefit. They are equipped to make better life
choices. They will probably not enter into a polygamous
marriage, will be less likely to have their life impacted by
AIDS, Malaria or dysentery, and it will ensure that their
children have an opportunity for education. They will have
the skills to start a small business. CHES provides workshops
for the girls at least annually. The girls come from a wide area
around the village of Katesh and gather at the Dorms.
Workshops may include writing a resume, English or Math
immersion, hygiene practises, and confidence building. I am
certain that this is a very exciting time for the girls.
Retired Teachers sponsored our first girl in, I think, 2003. We
continued our sponsorships until 2019 raising funds through
first a fashion show and then a biannual silent auction. With
a diminishing number of our members at meetings, and a
tight economy, we decided it was best, at this time, to focus
our fundraising eﬀorts on our local bursaries at TRU. The
CLUB will, when we feel financially able after donating to
TRU, continue to donate to CHES but not necessarily in the
form of sponsorships.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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CHES operates on a shoestring and always appreciates
receiving money from us for oﬃce expenses, workshops and
special expenses such as artificial legs and eyeglasses.
Marlene has maintained a binder of the information that we
have received on each girl – their letters, photos and marks. I
have been going through the information and would like to
share some of the information with you:
2003 – Helena Genay. We began to sponsor Helena in her
final year of High School. She wrote that “I was selected to
join with Teachers' Training College in Singida Region. The
duration of the Course is only one year from January –
December as the governments of Tanzania decided this is
because the number of teachers is not enough so they do so
in order to increase the number of teachers in the
country.” (Some students do not attend school because there
are not enough teachers or schools. When we visited a school
2 or 3 classes were without a teacher as the teachers had gone
into town to pick up their pay. Older students were
“teaching”.)
“Eliza hoped to achieve good
marks so that she could become
a good leader who didn't like
corruption.”

Eliza Shubanga
Photo Credit: Pat Petley

2004 - 2010 – Aleema Barnaba – Typical of so many of the
girls Aleema lived with only her mother and 4 siblings “I
don't know where my father went – he abandoned our
mother when I was very young. My mother works on the
small shamba (garden plot) of our neighbours in order to get
our food. We haven't our house – we are living as
immigrants.” Aleema was 16 or 17 at the beginning of Grade
8 and wanted to be a Secondary School teacher. At the end of
Grade 8 Aleema had the highest grade average of the 12
CHES students in her school and wanted to be a Primary
teacher. Aleema successfully completed Form 6 – the
equivalent of Gr. 13.
2014-2019 – Eliza Shubanga – At the beginning of Form 1
Eliza commented that “the language is totally diﬀerent so I
am going to study hard to learn new things” (the language of
instruction in Elementary is Swahili but in Secondary is
English). In her letters Eliza made many comments on the
political situation in Tanzania and she hoped to achieve good
marks so that she could become a good leader who didn't like
corruption.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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“Fortunately for the
students, University is
free.”

In the last letter from Eliza she was working successfully on
Level 6 and hoping to go on to University. Fortunately for the
students, University is free. I have contacted the CHES
oﬃce to see if Agness, Tanzanian oﬃce manager, can give us
an update. Stay tuned.
If you wish to make a contribution to CHES you can do so
through Sandy Baird, 1991 Westsyde Rd., Kamloops,
B.C.,V2B 7C1. A cheque would be payable to Canadian
Harambee Education Society. Please put KTRT Club in the
memo line.
I have attached a link to the recent RR Smith newsletter for
you to read two articles: Thank You from CHES and from a
sponsorship in India - Families for Children. These are available
at RR Smith Memorial Fund Newsletter.
If you are interested in further reading on this topic, many
CHES newsletters can be found at the CHES website. They
have many stories of successes and challenges in Tanzania and
Kenya. There is information in the newsletters on donating
but by far the content should be of interest because of the
success stories.
~Pat Petley
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My Trip to Tanzania - Marlene Olineck
My journey to Tanzania was both wonderful and life
altering...one that even yet, stirs my heart every time I hear
the word Africa. There were three parts to the trip:
Safari, Zanzibar, and Katesh (CHES). With so much to
experience, I’ll only be able to report briefly on each.

Acacia Tree Photo Credit: Wikimedia

A. Safari
This included Mount Kilimanjaro, the Serengeti and the
Ngorongoro Volcano located at the world heritage site. In all,
we visited five national parks: Tarangire, Serengeti, Mt.
Arusha, Lake Manyara, Ngorongoro. At all these locations
there was a wealth of flora and fauna to be viewed.
Flora:
Trees - baobab, papaya, flame tree, Indian almond, coﬀee,
jacaranda, acacia (flat top, umbrella).
Plants - fireball lily, pajama lily, bougainvillea, passion fruit,
wild poinsettia.

African Lion Photo Credit: Wikimedia

“…the magnificence of
the lion…, to this very
day, fills me with awe.”

Fauna:
Birds - Tanzania is known worldwide for his abundant variety
of bird species and is a magnet for birders: secretary bird,
cuckoo, vultures, tawny eagle, flamingo, ostrich, guinea fowl,
kingfisher, lilac crested roller, ground and red billed hornbill,
kori bustard, yellow billed stork, common egret.
The Big Five - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, Cape buﬀalo.
Antelope - wildebeest (gnu), impala, Thompson gazelle,
hartebeest, spring buck, water buck, the tiny dik dik.
Cats - lion, leopard, cheetah.
Monkeys - vervet, baboon, blue.
Lizards - Agamu, monitor.
Snakes - mamba (green, black), cobra.
As well as - banded mongoose, rock hyrax, wart hog, hippo,
giraﬀe, hyena, jackal.
To see with my own eyes the stature of the elephant, the
speed of the ostrich, the magnificence of the lion, the speed
of the cheetah, and the gargantuan yawn of the hippo, to this
very day, fills me with awe.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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“Another highlight was visiting a
Maasai boma…”

Another highlight was visiting a Maasai boma (encampment)
where we were warmly welcomed by the warriors who
performed an amazingly athletic greeting dance, followed by
the women showing us their handicraft work, including their
incredible beadwork and the traditional necklaces for which
they are known.
The children at the encampment were delighted with the
Canadian flag pins that we distributed amongst them.
B. Zanzabar
My strongest memories of Zanzabar: “Where the sidewalk
came up and hit me!”… The humidity was 90% … How to
cool oﬀ?! … Having my hair platted … LOTS of cloths to
continually wipe my brow … And swimming in the beautiful
Indian ocean.

Maasai Boma (Encampment)
Photo Credit: Wikimedia

Carved Door in Stone Town, Tanzania
Photo Credit: Wikimedia

We lodged in the village of Nangivi located on the northern
tip of the island.
Tour # 1 Old Stone Town
This was the headquarters for the very wealthy sultans. We
have very magnificent living quarters in the luxurious Dhow
Palace, former home of a sultan. The streets were very
narrow and absolutely litter free, filled with many well
organized markets. The Arabic influence was noticeable
everywhere, especially the large elaborate doors that were
inlaid and with such intricate carving. We had a tour of a
magnificent cathedral. The area under the cathedral had once
been the cramped holding areas of the slaves who were to be
shipped oﬀ to unknown foreign lands.
Tour #2 A Spice Plantation
We were shown a variety of spices: cassava (tapioca), passion
fruit, jackfruit, nutmeg/mace, cardamon, pineapple, cloves,
ginger, lemon grass, turmeric, vanilla bean, orange/lemon,
nutmeg, cinnamon, iodine (plant source), and aromatic
perfumes too, such as ylang ylang and sandalwood. It was easy
to see why Zanzibar is known as the Spice Island.

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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C. Katesh and the Canadian Harambee Education Society
(CHES) Headquarters
The rural village of Katesh is located at the base of Mount
Hanang in the Rift Valley. This is where the CHES
Headquarters are situated. For the year prior to leaving for
Africa, I was busy collecting supplies to be distributed
amongst the six schools that we would be visiting:
Primary schools - Nangwa, Meru, Katesh.
Secondary schools - Endescoc, Katesh, and Mulbadou.
These were bare-bones classrooms, often with as many as 120
well-behaved, very industrious students per classroom. The
school grounds were immaculate! Each student was
responsible for the upkeep and care of his/her section of the
grounds. The excitement by all by our arrival was palpable
and the appreciation for our donation of materials was over
the top. In addition to the schools we also visited:
⁃
⁃

“We were privileged to meet
some of the graduates who
were now gainfully employed
because of their education.”

⁃
⁃
⁃

The newly completed hospital, where we delivered our
donation of eyeglasses that we had collected.
The construction site of a proposed trade school for
girls!!
Itinerant markets.
A Barbaig (indigenous) boma.
The local village (Katesh) market where we purchased
material to have made into dresses. Tanzanian cotton is
of very high quality. When walking down the main
Katesh village, you could see many attempts of using
english, such as “Hair Saloon.”

Having been in Katesh and seeing the real impact receiving a
secondary education has on each of the girls was an eyeopener for me. We were privileged to meet some of the
graduates who were gainfully employed because of their
education:
Oﬃce manager - Cecelia
Administration Assistant - Agness
Teacher - Pauline
Seamstress - Monica
Health/Hygiene - Mareth
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Photo Credit: Marlene Olineck

“Just as visiting Tanzania was
life altering for me, just as a
CHES scholarship is life
altering for each girl who is
awarded the opportunity of
a lifetime.”

And there is a ripple aﬀect. Their children will also receive an
education and so on and so on, thus being liberated from an
ongoing cycle of poverty. And the “icing on the cake” is that
these graduates are now sponsoring other capable girls for a
CHES scholarship!
The hard work, leadership, and guidance of all those (mostly
volunteers) who provide CHES scholarships that enable girls
to receive a secondary education is immeasurable in making a
diﬀerence. Just as visiting Tanzania was life altering for me,
just as a CHES scholarship is life altering for each girl who is
awarded the opportunity of a lifetime.
~Marlene

Treasurer’s Report - Sandy Baird
Here is our report for this month:
KTRTA Balance: $6236.16 and GIC $1044.29
KTRT Club Balance: $1060.80
~Sandy

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Remembering My Parent’s Love Story - Sheila
Park
I found this photo of my mom and dad taken in the Ballroom
of the Blackpool Tower in 1951 - Frank and Jean Park. They
married on April 25, 1946. Thanks to their love story I am
here. They danced beautifully together and would dance
circles around my friends and me when they chaperoned our
school dances.
They danced beautifully together!
Frank and Jean Park
Photo Credit: Sheila Park

My parents also gave my date and me dancing lessons when
we were getting ready to go to the DOSCO Ball, a ball that
the steel-plant in Sydney, N.S. put on for the Grade 12s at
Sydney Academy every year. We even had a dance card! Old
school, but lots of fun and we were thankful for our dance
lessons.
~Sheila
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Kids, Gotta Love ‘Em - Sheila Park
Over the past few years I have hoped that the KTRTA could
put together an electronic book (eBook) of humorous
classroom stories written by our members. What better time
than now, our 50th Anniversary year, to start this project.
So folks, please consider writing down your memories and
emailing them to the KTRTA. If you have colleagues who do
not use email perhaps you could help them type and email
their stories.
To get us started, I have penned two short stories that I
always get a laugh out of remembering:

Wanted!
Humorous classroom stories
that always get a laugh when
remembered.
Please send these to Sheila Park:
onlineoffice.ktrta@gmail.com

A Bad Hair Day or Two – Sheila Park
My first year of teaching Kindergarten in SD 24 was in 1973;
Kindergartens were brand new in BC. I was 25 years old with
long blond hair. One weekend I decided it was time for a
change. I had my hair cut and styled to ear length. Monday
morning I arrived in my classroom. As I was sitting at my
desk Michael arrived before any other classmates. He looked
at me, did a tour right around my desk, while looking at me
the whole time and proclaimed, “I don’t like it.” I was
crushed.
Fast forward 31 years. I was teaching Grade One and Two at
David Thompson Elementary. It is my day for recess duty. I
had a wee Kindergarten boy by the hand because he’d
misbehaved and had been assigned to walk with me; he was
not allowed free play. As we are walking about, he smiles up
at me and says sweetly, “I like your hair.” I felt quite pleased,
but only for a moment, as he continued, “But you really
should do something about that gray!” Crushed again; I
thought maybe it was time to retire!
I hope you will feel inspired to put pen to paper to share your
humorous stories for our eBook. Send these to Sheila Park at
onlineoﬃce.ktrta@gmail.com
~Sheila
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Pensions, Benefits and Member Wellbeing
Committee - Sheila Park
Hope all is well at your home. I know it’s not an easy time
right now. Please be sure to read the BCRTA Connection
Bulletin February 2021 that was emailed to you, or you can
access it here. Lots of great information about issues that
concern us:
1. Tax Tips from Gerry Tiede,
2. Job opportunities to assist with the Census 2021,
3. Free Perkopolois deals,
4.BC Covid 19 Vaccination Program with Immunization
Registration Information for BC Seniors,
5. How you can help BCRTA support for a National
Pharmacare Program.
Stay well and please listen to Dr. Bonnie Henry.
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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“The single greatest thing
you can do to change your
life today would be to start
being grateful for what you
have right now.” Oprah
Winfrey

Programs - Rosemarie Stoltze
In these diﬃcult times it is important to focus on the
positive things in our lives. I have two options to share
with you:
1. Writing in a gratitude journal every day at a set time.
Write down things, people and events that you are
grateful for.
2. Having a prayer, or meditation, of thankfulness for all
things you are grateful for before bed. This can be done
alone or with that special person in your life.
~Rosemarie

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Sunshine - Mary Ellen Patterson
There were no cards sent out from our association this
month. Please let us know of any member needing a little
“sunshine.”
The weather is changing, days are getting longer and there
are many signs of Spring in our yard. For instance, I have
noticed birds looking to build a nest in the birdhouse and the
first robin. Take care everyone.
~Mary Ellen

How I Found My Soul Mate - Rosemarie
Stoltze
I was 22 and had just finished my first year of teaching in Port
Simpson. It was a dry reserve, very close to nature. It was the
summer of 1978 and I decided to travel to Europe for two
months by myself. I wrote letters to my extended family in
Austria and Germany, because my parents immigrated from
those countries and I wanted to see where they came from.
After hearing back from everyone I bought a Eurail pass,
which enabled me to travel throughout Western Europe, at a
reduced rate. I planned my trip...

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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The first part of my journey focused on meeting family in
Germany and Austria. Even though I grew up speaking
German as a child, I hadn’t spoken it for years, so I started
my trip in Germany to br ush up on my ability to
communicate. I got to see many castles. Neuschwanstein
(“the Disneyland castle”), built by “Mad Ludwig of Bavaria,”
stands out in my mind. I also got to see the original teddybear factory (named after US President Theodore Roosevelt),
as well as the magnificent Gothic cathedral in Ulm. It was
strange, but interesting to see a live production of Romeo
and Juliet performed in German. I greatly enjoyed the
German food and beer. My families on my dad’s side lived in
several cities. They were very gracious and enjoyed showing
me around. I even got invited to a “biker wedding” of a family
friend in Kempten. Next, I was going to meet my mom’s
much smaller family in Austria.

“We gave each other a
little smile and
immediately switched to
speaking English.”

I was travelling by train from Munich, Germany to Vienna,
Austria when I noticed a very handsome young man sitting
across from me in the compartment full of German-speakers.
I decided to try out my newly improved conversational skills
on this nice looking stranger. I bravely asked him about the
book he was reading. We spoke in German for an hour or so,
until we crossed the border between Germany and Austria
and had to show our passports. His was American and mine
was Canadian! We gave each other a little smile and
immediately switched to speaking English. We then decided
to do some sightseeing together and go to the Prater, an
amusement park in Vienna, since I was a day ahead on my
travels and wasn’t scheduled to arrive at my Aunt Anna’s
apartment until the following day. David, luckily, had time in
his itinerary, too, and he also had some experience finding his
way around congested tourist cities in Germany. It was so
nice to have my very own tour guide in the most romantic
city of Austria. He had been visiting his own relatives for the
first time and was making an extended side trip to Vienna, a
favourite destination for classical music fans. After getting
directions, we made it to the Prater without any problems.
We wandered around in the amusement park for a little while
and then got into a long line to take a ride on the
“Riesenrad,” at the time the world’s largest Ferris wheel. It
had gondola cars, each holding about 10-15 people. One gets a
wonderful series of panoramic views of Vienna on the single
360-degree trip. We timed it nicely to make our trip at
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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sunset…along with a carload of Japanese tourists taking
pictures of each other. The view of Vienna at the top was
wonderful! When we disembarked from the ride it started to
rain a little. We found a restaurant with a piano bar and a
special deal on a bottle of champagne. To add to the “French”
ambience, we ordered some french-fries to go with the
champagne. We shared our stories over “dinner", enjoying
each other’s company quite a bit.

“As our enchanted evening
ended, we exchanged our
addresses and phone numbers
and reluctantly gave our parting
hugs and kisses.”

We returned to the somewhat faded, but lovely 19th century
Hotel Fuerstenhof, across the from the train station, where
we had left our luggage earlier for ease of travel. The hotel
had chandeliers and an old-time glass-walled elevator. David
and I had a very romantic evening. We were enjoying each
other’s company very much and were able to talk about
everything. There was such a strong chemistry between us, it
felt like we had known each other for a very long time. After
having a "good sleep" and a delicious breakfast in a nearby
café, the two of us decided to spend the rest of day exploring
Vienna together. We went to the Belvedere Palace and
Museum, which was full of beautiful paintings and sculpture.
David said I looked like some of the women in the paintings.
From the Museum, we walked to the Karlsplatz (St. Charles
Place) and the Staatsoper (Opera House). There were many
amazing places to see in the centre of Vienna. We decided to
have dinner at a Yugoslavian restaurant, complete with
goulash and strolling Roma (“Gypsy”) musicians. Finally, we
found ourselves outside the nearby Hofburg Palace and we
waltzed as day turned into night. As our enchanted evening
ended, we exchanged our addresses and phone numbers and
reluctantly gave our parting hugs and kisses. David helped me
with my baggage and then I hailed a cab and made my way to
my Aunt’s apartment in another part of Vienna. Both David
and I had completely booked up the rest of our trips and did
not have the opportunity to see each other again that
summer.
I continued with meeting my Austrian relatives, enjoying the
Alps and the beautiful churches, museums and castles. After
that, I spent a few days with friends in Switzerland. Zurich
and Lucerne were lovely. On my way through Italy, I stopped
in Florence, Venice and Rome continuing to use my Eurail
pass. It was great and helped me see the diversity of the
people and culture in each country.
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I spent the last couple of weeks in Italy with my friend and
her family. I greatly enjoyed the Italian food. Her family lived
in a small village at the tip of Italy.

1980

After my memorable European trip, I flew back to Canada
for my second year of teaching. I wondered if I would hear
from David when I got back to Port Simpson. Soon after
returning to work I received a package in the mail containing
a long, lovingly written letter and a two album set of Viennese
waltzes. I responded immediately. David and I embarked on
a long distance relationship for two years, during which time
we got to know each other’s families and bonded which each
other even more.
We got married in Kamloops on Oct.25, 1980 and celebrated
our 40th Anniversary last October.
~Rosemarie

40th Anniversary

Click this link to view our
KTRTA Website
Special thanks to our website
administrator, Harvey Dalley,
for creating and maintaining our website.
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The Wisdom of Andy Rooney
I’ve learned... That being kind is more important than being right.
I've learned… That when you harbour bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.
I've learned... That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world.
I've learned... That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
I've learned… That when you're in love, it shows.
I've learned... That money doesn't buy class.
I've learned… That just one person saying to me, 'You've made my day!' makes my day.
I've learned… That you should never say no to a gift from a child.
I've learned... That I can always pray for someone when I don't have the strength to help him in any other way.
I've learned… That no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.
I've learned... That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
I've learned... That simple walks with my father around the block when I was a child did wonders for me as an adult.
I've learned... That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
I've learned... That it's those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
I've learned... That under everyone's hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
I've learned... That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.
I've learned... That when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person continue to hurt you.
I've learned... That love, not time, heals all wounds.
I've learned... That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.
I've learned... That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.
I've learned... That no one is perfect until you fall in love with them.
I've learned... That life is tough, but I'm tougher.
I've learned... That opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.
I've learned... That I wish I could have told my Mom that I love her one more time before she passed away.
I've learned... That one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat them.
I've learned... That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
I've learned... That when your newly born grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist, you're hooked for life.
I've learned... That the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done.
I've learned... That people want to live on top of the mountain, yet the happiness and growth occurs while you climb it.

~Frank Veszely

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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A Cradle Song
(Written to the beat of the heart.)

We're born to live,
to learn, to give,
to love, to fight,
to rend the night.
Yet born to die:
we fly the sky
and sail the sea
to fantasy.
We laugh, we cry,
we yearn, we sigh,
we crawl, we spring,
we dance, we sing.
We scratch the dirt
till fingers hurt;
we nest, we rest,
put God to test.
We haul the rope
and hope to hope.
We pass the day –
then pass away.
~ Frank Veszely,
(Kamloops, March, 1998)

KTRTA Bridge Newsletter - Frank Veszely
WANTED: AN EDITOR FOR THE BRIDGE - This is my
last report as your Editor of The KTRTA Bridge. Eﬀective
immediately, I am resigning from this post. I have decided to
volunteer no more. As I wrote to the Executive, "This is my
New Year's Resolution based on many considerations. First
and last among these is my growing lack of energy and
motivation. I retired at sixty; this year I may/will be 85. Time
goes on and we change. No reflection on them, but my dear
friends have become a bit of a pain along with everything
that requires doing: answering letters, doing chores, having to
go out. I find meeting appointments (and deadlines),
stressful. I am afraid I forget them, and sometimes I do.
Embarrassing, but not deadly. I'll live through this." And so
will the KTRTA. Another factor in my decision was that
finally I asked myself the question I have been putting oﬀ
from year to year: "Do I need this?"
I am not certain I will be able to live up to the promise I
have made myself not to do anything "on demand." To refuse
being stressed. Foreseeably, I will not be able to control the
circumstances any better than I can do now. But at least I
will not bring these onto myself.
My ambition is to step into the role of Grumpy Grandpa,
whose wife asks him in the morning:
“What are you going to do today?”
“Nothing.”
“But that's what you did yesterday!”
“I wasn't finished!”
Thank you for the privilege for having served on the
Executive and The Bridge for a decade or so. I would also
like to thank Donna Sharpe for her visible help and moral
support, for The Bridge. I have no regrets and hope you do
not also. It was fun while it lasted. Life goes on.
Respectfully,
Frank Veszely
It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Take A Scenic Winter Tour - Marney Bethell
Without leaving the comfort of your chair, enjoy this little
scenic photo tour through the wintery grasslands of
Knutsford and beyond.

Deleeuw Ranch Photo Credit: Marney Bethell
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Frosted Trees off Rosehill Road Photo Credit: Marney Bethell

Beresford One Room Schoolhouse
Photo Credit: Marney Bethell

Beresford One Room Schoolhouse
Photo Credit: Marney Bethell

Andrew Manning Cabin off Jackson Road,Long Lake Area
Photo Credit: Marney Bethell

It’s our 50th Year Together!
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Beehive Burner on Shumway Lake Photo Credit: Marney Bethell
Chicken House, Beresford Road Haughton Property Photo
Credit: Marney Bethell

Last Friday of the month…
I hope this issue of the bulletin has inspired you to write your
own love story, take a back road drive to enjoy the scenery in
your local area or do some birdwatching. Of course, late
winter is an excellent time to stay warm and cozy inside and
improve your soups, stews, chilli and bread making skills. It’s
also great to cuddle up by the fire with a good book after
some time in the garden to prune those shrubs and trees that
need a trim. This is the very best time of the season to step
out into the sunshine for some cross-country skiing while the
trails still glisten with fresh snow and mild temperatures.
(My favourite thing to do!) So, enjoy the final weeks of winter
to the fullest.
For March and April, instead of getting together with you in
person, as we wish we could, we will post our monthly
virtual-meeting-by-bulletin on our website (ktrta.ca) and
email it to members. Please share our monthly bulletin and
website with other retired educators.
~ Noeleen Bunney, Membership Chair
onlineoﬃce.ktrta@gmail.com or 250-299-1874
It’s our 50th Year Together!

KTRTA

25

