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Why The Special Edition?
The impetus for the body of work presented here came from The Heritage Committee's desire to
preserve the history of our organization and the memory of teachers and administrators of School
District 24/73. This, The Special Edition on our Presidents should be seen as a part of that endeavor,
that began with the publishing of three books supported, in part, by a grant from the British Columbia
Teachers' Federation. These books were The Passion for Sharing, first and second editions, comprised
of the anecdotal memories of elementary school teachers, and The Passion for Learning, representing
the thoughts and memories of secondary school teachers. Committee members (Warren Damer, Alf
Law, Brian Thompson, Barb Stankiewicz, Darrel Johnson) have invested countless hours to see these
three books in print, which are still being sold to raise funds for further heritage projects, of which this
publication is one. There was some discussion of presenting this in book format as well, however,
while the published books had a wide appeal, and could realistically be expected to sell to the wider
public, the interest of that public in the Presidents of the Kamloops Retired Teachers Association could
not be expected to command a similar appeal, or warrant the expense of publishing a similar book. And
so, as the Spring, 2014 issue of The Bridge attests, it made more sense to publish this material as a
special feature of future Bridges, as individual reports on our Past Presidents were being prepared. Had
the reports have taken years to complete, this might have worked, but as they were completed much
sooner than anticipated, this was no longer the case. Because of the volume of the material, publishing
it this way proved to be neither desirable nor practical. Either the Presidents would have taken too long
a time to publish, or they would have taken a disproportionate amount of space in the regular editions
of The Bridge. And so the idea of publishing the material in a Special Edition was born. This idea was
further supported by the desire to display the material as a cohesive piece of work that it is, the desire
to provide an easy overview, time line and comparisons. All of this can only help to appreciate the
past. Last but not least, we aimed to provide easy access to the membership as a whole. Relentless
downloading of costs from all levels of government to the population nowadays is forcing increasing
numbers of our membership to live on an ever-tightening budget. (F. V.)

Foreword to the Presidents
If we consider the amount of unpaid work, to say nothing of the time, energy, dedication, desire to
serve, interpersonal skills, etc., etc., etc., it is a miracle we have them. The prestige is hardly worth it.
The thanks, ditto. Gratitude? It may feel good but is it worth putting up with the complaints? Like
teaching, like housework, the job is endless. It is more noticeable when not done than when done well.
Talk about being taken for granted!
Yet in forty-four years sixteen people have stepped up to the plate. Karl Knapp soldiered on for
seven years, Alf Law six. When no one came forward Darrel Johnson, already acclaimed once,
accepted a second term and is in his fourth year of serving now, health issues aside. Sheila Park stepped
in as needed. In a similar situation Barb Sankiewicz jumped in to help for a year when the need arose.
Rae Coulpier and Irene Smith served for three years each. The others served the full two year terms. Do
they deserve to be recognized? You bet!
And what an eclectic bunch they are! They hail from near and far, from towns and from the farm,
with special skills unique to each. Administrators and musicians from families large and small, each
already playing multiple roles in their lives, stepped in to fill a job larger than themselves.
Each needed a lot of help, not just from their volunteer Executives, but from the membership as a
whole. For no one could do this job alone, and no Executive. And somehow, one way or another, they
have always received help when needed, and the work of the organization was carried on. Thanks to
these people today we have an effective organization we can all be proud of. (F. V.)
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The Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association in appreciation and
gratitude of Karl’s work on the equalization of pensions planted a maple
tree at South Kamloops Secondary School grounds in the Spring of
2005. A plaque was attached with a suggested epigram by his son, Don.
The KTTA also created a Karl Knapp Award for teachers who have given outstanding service in the District. There names are attached to The
Karl Knapp Award plaque. We have two of our KRTA Presidents names
on it: Janet Doubt and Sheila Park.

KARL KNAPP

Marie Laroche
Chairperson of KRTA Heritage Committee

1909 - 2004
President 1971-1978
Karl is the father of our organization who, along with J. D. Howard, J. J. Morse, Mrs. Fanny
Kenny, Mrs. Aileen Olsen, Mrs. Dora Furiak, Mrs. Eileen McLennan, Mrs. Marion Schilling,
Miss K. Lawrence, Mrs. Wm. A. Farquharson, Miss T. Nixon, Miss K. Bingham, Mrs. J. D.
Howard, Mrs. G. McGillivray, and Mrs. Mary Lambert has created the Kamloops Retired Teachers
Association.
Karl Keever Knapp was born November 9, 1909, in Sackville, New Brunswick. He attended the
equivalent of high school at Mount Herman in Massachusetts. He worked on his Uncle Frank dairy
farm and vineyard in California, traveled across North America by car with his brother, Frank, which
was not an easy thing to do in those days, rode the prairie harvest trains during the early 30’s and
worked in logging camps up the West Coast of British Columbia. He suffered a serious injury in a logging accident and, after concluding that the hazards of teaching were less than those of logging, he attended Normal School in Victoria and, ultimately, attained his Masters Degree at UBC.
He was an English specialist, teaching high school at Kingcome Inlet, Salmon Arm and Terrace,
where he met Dorothy Morrison Head, whom he married in 1941. Karl enlisted in the RCAF shortly
after his marriage. The military deemed him, due to his logging injury to be unfit for overseas service
but fit enough to be a physical training and drill officer, in which capacity he served in various locations on the prairies. He returned from service in 1945.
After the war, Karl, Dot and daughter Diane moved to Kamloops where Karl taught at Kamloops
Secondary School until his retirement in 1971. Karl was an active member of the Kamloops Teachers’
Association, working diligently and persistently to improve the pensions of the more senior teaching
retirees and their widows. He enjoyed hunting, fishing and reading, but his passion was the English language and its correct application. Watching a sporting event on TV with Karl was like a grammar lesson- His expressions of dismay at the vague familiarity of the announcers with the Queen’s English
usually far exceeded any comments about the game itself.
Karl Knapp died at the Royal Inland Hospital on July 29, 2004, at the age of 94 years.
Diane Hopp (Knapp)
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He was well liked by his staff and students. In Reminiscences at a
Kamloops Secondary School reunion, a student from the class of ’72
wrote “..You might come across five or six people in your life that can
have a profound impact on what you become as a person. I think I’m
up to three, but I started with Ed Tait.”

J. E. (Ed) TAIT
President 1978 - 1979
Ed Tait was born in the early 1900’s, four kilometres east-northeast of Duncan, B. C. on Mount
Tzouhalem, in the municipality of North Cowichan. Mount Tzouhalem is situated between Quamichan
Lake, Maple Bay and Cowichan Bay. He attended school in Duncan. He is a graduate of Victoria
Normal School. His first school was at Little Fort B.C. just north of Kamloops, B.C. In 1942, he
married Heather Pottinger. He received his B. A. and B. Ed. from U.B.C. His interest and specialty in
teaching was in sports, particularly basketball which he coached for a number of years. Over his life
span he taught P. Ed. in Powell River, was an Elementary Vice Principal and a Principal in Victoria, a
Principal of Elementary/Secondary School in McBride, Vice Principal of North Kamloops Junior
Senior High from 1959-1967, Principal at Kamloops Senior Secondary from 1967 to1975 when he
retired from teaching. In May 1977 Ed became President of the Retired Teacher’s Association and
remained President until May 26 of 1979. Ed also served on the Provincial Parole Board for three years
after retirement.
Marie Laroche
Source: Obituary, Kam High website, Kamloops School Board’s Archives.
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Her zest for adventure saw her visit every continent, go motorcycle touring in Australia, cattle driving in Westworld, B.C., taking
safaris in Africa, attending a rock concert at the top of Whistler
Mountain, and R. V. traveling across Canada and much more.

RACHEL (RAE) COULPIER
President 1979-1983
Rachel (Rae) Coulpier was born in Fisher Branch, Manitoba, on August 18, 1914 and passed away
in North Vancouver Hospice on July 27, 2011 just short of her 97th birthday.
Rae’s passion for life and learning took her from a small farming town in Manitoba (where her nickname was “Motorcycle”) to Chicago and then Winnipeg, where she graduated from Normal School as a
teacher. She married John Coulpier, an immigrant from Paris, France, who worked on her father’s farm.
The Coulpiers lived in Churchill, Manitoba, Fort St. John, B. C., and Falkland, B. C. before moving to
Kamloops in 1956 where Rae became principal of Brocklehurst Elementary School. She took great
pride in possibly being the first female to receive a principal-ship in British Columbia. By the time she
retired in 1976, the two-room school had expanded to two schools and several hundred students. “Ma
Coop,” as she was affectionately known, made a large contribution to education in the the rapidly expanding Kamloops suburb.
Through school programs Rae had adopted families from many countries and enjoyed visiting them
as their Canadian grandmother. Rae also fostered several mentally challenged children in her home, she
started a teen town for youth, assisted in taking education to the far north of Canada, and at one time
opened a restaurant.
Rachel lived her final years near family in North Vancouver but her heart never left Kamloops, her
friends, and students that she loved so much.
Rae Coulpier retired in June of 1976 Rae’s name first appear in the KRTA ‘s executive minutes of
April 21/75. Rae requested permission to attend the meeting to discuss participation by Kamloops Retired Teacher’s Group in arrangement of the Retiring Teachers’ Banquet in June, 1975. It was decided
that this was agreeable to all. A letter of appreciation from Rae Coulpier was noted at the May, 1975
AGM meeting. The next mention of Rae’s name is at the 1977 AGM where she is listed as the VicePresident of the KRTA and Social Committee Chair. In May of 1979, Mrs. Coulpier is listed as President and stays President until May, 1982.
Marie Laroche
Source: Obituary and K. R. T. A. minutes.
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May was a member of the Kamloops Retired Teacher’s Association. She served as treasurer 1977-78, Vice-President 19791981, and President 1982-1984.

FRANCES MAY FRASER
1912 – 1972
President 1982-1984
May was born on February 3, 1912 at Botha, Alberta to Joe and Ethel Hiniger. She was the second
of their children. She spent her early childhood in Steller, Alberta. In 1920, the family moved to
Langley Prairie, B. C. She attended Elementary and Secondary School there. In Grade Twelve, she
received the highest Mathematics mark in the Province of B.C. After graduating May went to Normal
School in Vancouver; then completed her studies at UBC.
May began her teaching experience in 1930, in Langley Prairie at Otter Elementary. May was eighteen. In 1931, she married Bill Fraser and raised four children: Shirley (Salmon Arm), Barbara (Oliver),
Jean (Maple Ridge), and Don (Vernon). In 1946, May taught at Long Lake, a small school south of
Knutsford outside Kamloops, B. C. In 1950, she taught at Chase and Adams Lake. Adams Lake School
closed in 1944. In her latter years May taught in Kamloops, one school being Westsyde Elementary
where she was librarian. She retired around 1971-72. Frances May Fraser passed away on October 14,
2008.
Marie Laroche
Sources: Obituary and daughters Shirley Cumberland and Jean Sellers.
WINNERS IN A FUNDRAISING EVENT IN MAY, 2008
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Fred Shirley was on the KRTA Executive from May 1981-1984 as
Secretary. He became President of the KRTA in 1985-and remained until May of 1987.

FRED SHIRLEY
President 1984-1986
Mr. Fred Shirley was born In Lethbridge, Alberta on December 17,1919. His mother was a war bride
and missed Britain. She moved back to Britain and took Fred with her. They stayed with his English
grandmother until he was fourteen. Fred’s father was a traveling salesman and often was on the road.
He would visit them in Britain. In the early thirties, Fred and his mother came back to Canada and the
family moved to Vancouver. He attended secondary school and Normal School in Vancouver. His first
assignment was a one room school in Rock Creek, B.C. When war was declared. He joined the
R.C.A.F. in 1941. He spent the war years in Britain as a radar technician. He was seconded to the
R.A.F. from the R.C.A.F. Radar was in its infancy at the beginning of the war. After the war he entered
UBC, to get his B.A. and B. Ed. He then obtained a position at Penticton Secondary teaching English,
Mathematics and HPD (Health and Personal Development.)He taught in Penticton from 1947 to 1967.
In 1958, while teaching at Penticton Secondary, he met Joan, who was secretary at the school. They
married in 1965. He was Principal of McNichol Park Elementary School in Penticton from 1965-67.
In 1967 he applied for a position in Kamloops, B.C. and received a position at Kamloops Secondary
School teaching Mathematics. His Principal was Mr. Ed Tait. Mr. Fred Shirley retired in 1980 mainly
because of a loss of hearing. He joined the K.R.T.A. and was secretary from May 1981 to May 1984.
He became President May 1984 to May of 1986.
Provincially, he spent ten years as an executive member of the B.C.R.T.A. representing Central Mainland ( Kamloops). Fred was on the committee that initiated the Dental Plan. Locally, he was on the
committee to establish a Bursary for University students at Cariboo College, now Thompson Rivers
University.
Marie Laroche
Source: Obituary, Interview with Joan Shirley.
A PRESIDENTIAL HUG BETWEEN DARREL JOHNSON AND DONNA WALSH
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Alfred Law joined the Kamloops Retired Teachers’ Association
and spent nine years on the Executive-three as Vice-President and
six years as President. He established communications with the
members and to be members by creating a card with luncheon
dates.
Among other things, Alf is a poet and has been known to recite
epic poems by heart to entertain us at our regular meetings when
our entertainment canceled. Alf has an impressive library and is
known for his research projects of historical events.

ALFRED PAUL LAW
President 1986-1992
Alf was born in St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver on November 14, 1926. He received his Primary and
some of his elementary education at Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in Vancouver. In 1938. His
parents moved to New Westminster where his father started working for B. C. TEL. He attended St.
Peter’s Elementary School. He transferred to St. Anne’s Academy for his Grades 8 to 12 and Jr.
Matriculation. He attended Duke of Connaught School for his Senior Matriculation (Grade 13). He
attended Normal School in Vancouver. His first assignment was in Kimberley, B.C. Alf’s next
assignment was in William’s Lake District at Dog Creek School. Many of the students were from the
surrounding ranches, one being the Gang Ranch. One of his students was Gordon Armes (grade five)
and his sister Dorothy. Gordon became an administrator in the Kamloops School District. The next
year, Alf transferred to Alexis Creek. There, he met Leone Geueulette,who was teaching at Riske Creek
School. In 1949, they transferred to Lac La Hache where they married and started a family. After three
years there, they moved to Kamloops. Over the years, they had five children: David, Randy, Bonnie,
Cheryl and Merrilee.
In Kamloops he spent six years at Stuart Wood School, He was Vice-Principal at John Tod for twenty years . Most of these years he was Chairperson of the Kamloops Elementary School Athletic Association. He spent one year at Parkcrest, then two years as assistant P. E. and Dance Coordinator with an
office at the School Board location. Alf retired in June of 1981.
Marie Laroche
( As told to Marie in interviews.)
IN 2009 TRUDIE BONBERNARD SPOKE, ONE OF MANY SPEAKERS WE HAD
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Janet taught for 27 years. In this district she has taught 16 ½
Years. She taught at Beattie, South Sahali, and R.L. Clemitson. She
has held the positions of Secretary,President and Director of
Primary Teachers; in the K.D.T.A. she has been Staff Rep,
Member-at-Large, 2nd V.P., and 1st V.P.; in the B.C.T.F. she has
been on the Federation Appeals Board; in the B.C. Primary
Teachers Association, she has been a Member-at-Large, and
Treasurer for 7 years. M. L.

JANET MARY DOUBT
President 1992-1994
I was born and grew up in Trail, B.C. I wanted to be a teacher, but my father wouldn’t hear of it. He
wanted me to be a nurse. After graduation I worked in the lab at the Cominco Assay office for a year. I
married my high school sweetheart, Fred. We moved to Vancouver for his last year at the Vancouver
School of Art. We lived in the West End and I volunteered at the Gordon House Day Care Center
working with five year-olds. This began my interest in Early Childhood Education. Fred and I had four
children, two girls and two boys. One a teacher, one a B.C. Tel installer, one a X-ray technician and
finally one an Electronics technician. We have five grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. As our
children grew, my interest in Early Childhood Education continued and I began the two year diploma
program at U.B.C by correspondence. When our youngest son was in Kindergarten, I was asked to
teach at the United Church Kindergarten. I had the training and there was no reason why I shouldn’t, so
I did. At different times, I taught at the United Church Kindergarten, and a Kindergarten class at the
Community Hall on the Indian Reserve. The next year I bought my own Kindergarten in Valleyview
which was named Jack and Jill. When Kindergarten began in School District 24/73 I was asked to teach
at Beattie School. I was asked if I would complete my degree under a program called Rescue that was
specifically designed for a few others like myself with the experience, but no University practicums. I
already had two years of training and it was accredited to me in my fifth year. I then began at the first
year, taking courses at summer school, some winter courses at TRU and some by correspondence. With
Fred’s continuing encouragement and support I was able to do it. He was the one who insisted I go to
my graduation so he could watch me get the degree we had both earned. Once that was done we were
able to enjoy many trips to Hawaii, Mexico, Britain and Europe From Beattie School I went to South
Sahali and then to R.L. Clemitson. I have worked with many happy staffs. I have enjoyed the
opportunities that have been offered through the K.D.T.A., B.C.P.T.A. & the B.C.T.F. I have met many
dedicated teachers and have enjoyed being associated with them.
Janet Doubt
THE BEATTIE SCHOOL CHOIR VISITED US IN 2011
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Eventually it was my turn to take over the reigns of president of
our Kamloops R. T. A. Janet Doubt assured me I could handle it
with such a great executive to “hold my hand!' I had no experience
in this position but soon found that Janet was right! It was a time
of fond memories for me of the Kamloops R. T. A. I appreciated
the opportunity to serve in this way. Along with the business part
of our meetings we enjoyed a variety of programs. Some of these
were guest speakers covering a number of subjects involving
health, estate planning, gardening, travelogues etc. We enjoyed
many social events in the form of garden parties, sing alongs,
fashion shows (with our own members performing and
participating) along with many performing groups from our school
and community.

IRENE SMITH
President 1994-1997
My Teaching Career By M. L. Irene Smith ( Palmer)
What…..teaching? That was not even on my list of possible career choices. Who knew it would be
such an awesome and fulfilling career!
Following high school graduation I was bound for nurses training. I was enrolled in the up-coming
Sept. 1953 class at Royal Inland Hospital, when it was discovered that I was only 17 with the required
age of 18 to enter training. Senior Matric seemed a productive way to fill the year. My school
counselor, Mrs. Elder, was instrumental in pointing me toward teaching. How I later appreciated her
advice and wisdom!
Senior Matric was followed by Vancouver Normal School, summer courses at U. B. C and U. Vic.,
practicums in Vancouver and Kamloops and finally two years of full time teaching in Kamloops, before
I received my permanent teaching certification.
I was restless at this point in my teaching career and decided to try another kind of employment.
Social Work caught my interest. Off to Vancouver for summer classes followed by a posting to
Quesnel, B. C. Being engaged at this time made it difficult as my fiancée lived in Kamloops. Love
won out! Resigned on a Friday then back to teaching in Kamloops on the following Monday!
Now that I was settled down to happy married life and a promising teaching career, the following
years took on many experiences from teaching K through Grade 9. I taught for 5 years in Prince
George and the rest of my time in Kamloops at Lloyd George, North Kamloops Elementary, A. E.Perry,
Bert Edwards, South Sahali and Dufferin. We raised four children during this time. I also did substitute
teaching for a few years and taught private piano and accordion lessons. There were no maternity
leaves or benefits in those days so it was necessary to resign and re-apply over and over. Later on,
reliable baby sitters and a wonderful live-in nanny made it possible to continue my public teaching
career during this busy time in my life.
It was interesting to have had the opportunity to teach a such a wide range of grade levels and to see
the changes in education during that time. There were on-going changes in the curriculum and
methodology. It was hard work to keep up with the changes but it was stimulating and challenging as
well.
I was privileged to have the opportunity to specialize in my favourite subject – music! Up to this
time I would trade subjects with other teachers who were more than happy to have their “music

handled!” I taught choirs, ensemble groups (vocal and instrumental) and organized Christmas concerts
and spring musicals. Festival performances always challenged us to strive for a higher level of
achievement.
More opportunities came along in the form of working on a Primary Music Literacy Program based
on the Kodaly Method. Our District Coodinator, Marian Owens, was developing this program to be
implemented in our Kamloops district. I assisted her for a year while still holding down my class at
South Sahali. We presented workshops for teachers with follow-up demonstration lessons in their
classrooms. About this time Marian and I attended a 10 day study tour of the Kodaly Method of Music
in Hungary. What an amazing experience to see the students from Kindergarten to the Liszt Academy
level learning music in this program. Now, we were really “fired up!” The following year I was
assigned to full time district work with the title of Music Resource Teacher. I was now fully engaged
in music instruction -developing the music program, presenting district workshops for teachers and
teaching demonstration lessons in the classrooms. The students loved the program and were always
eager for the lessons. This was the icing on the cake for me! Marian and I also traveled to outlying
school districts to provide workshops for teachers on weekends and summer holidays.
The economic downturn of the 80’s brought many district teachers back into the classroom. Even
though I loved teaching music in almost every elementary school in the Kamloops district, it was so
rewarding to have “my own” class again. Dufferin Elementary was my new posting until my
retirement in 1991. Dufferin was a small school but full of “heart!” What an amazing school to teach
in and to cover all the bases that are required in a brand new school! It was truly a family oriented
community with parents devoted to their children and committed to the school activities.
When retirement rolled around in ’91, I was was treated like royalty with the District Primary
Teachers Tea, the district K. D. T. A. (as it was then known) Retirement Banquet and my own Dufferin
School Retirement Tea. What wonderful life-long memories these were!
Volunteering for the School-Hospital Orientation Program for 5 years was a good lead into full
retirement. It was enjoyable to work with several other retired colleagues on a not too demanding
schedule.
I soon began attending the Kamloops Retired Association monthly meetings. Alf Law was the
president at that time and would be for a considerable time as the membership was small and not many
people were interested or able to serve on the executive. Later on Janet Doubt served her term as
president. During this time Janet & I visited the Vernon R.T.A. to hopefully form a ThompsonOkanagan Interbranch R. T. A. Vernon, Kelowna, Penticton and Salmon Arm came on board! Each
branch took a turn planning and presenting a spring get-together. These events continued for a number
of years.
Following these years I continued to be involved with our Kamloops R.T.A. with a flower
committee which is responsible for adorning the banquet tables at the annual Retiring Teachers’
Banquet. We gather flowers from those with gardens and arrange the vases at a coffee party. It has
been a pleasure to work with such faithful ladies and Darrel Johnson with his gorgeous large
arrangement flowers and his willing service retrieving vases. Another retirement activity I cherished
was to have the opportunity to teach piano to our grandchildren along with the grandchildren of close
friends. Our recitals are recorded on video for lasting memories! Pure joy!
It is great to see our membership growing with new retirees each year. The business is kept short
while the program and social time is given the time it deserves. This is such an enjoyable way of
keeping in touch with our retired colleagues!
Here you have the condensed version of my Teaching career. “Thank-you” to my Kamloops High
School counselor, the district administration staff, my principals, colleagues, parents and students! I
would be remiss not to include the Higher Power who has always had a plan and direction for my life.
What…..teaching! YES! Teaching was the right career choice for me!
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In 1955 I decided on following up on a teaching career. I registered at
Victoria Normal School. It was a 10 month session that included
practicums to apply and hone skills of teaching.
In 1956 I accepted my first teaching position. It was a rural school at
Douglas Lake. It was a rural school with few multi-graded students. It
was a challenge to teach before the era of all the office machines
(instead of a jelly pad) and libraries. I taught for 3 years in this fabulous
ranch country.

JOHN KOLODY
President 1997 - 1999
Born in La Corey, Alberta to a couple of adventuring pioneers setting up in this remote area farm.
On November 23, 1933 I became a member of this family. The times were difficult for my parents to
make a living and achieve success in mixed agricultural farming.
We did not have the luxury of running water, electricity, gas stoves, indoor plumbing nor a means to
travel except by horse or walking to visit any where or go shopping. For a youngster this was a time to
play with animals, build toys, experiment with natural objects, identify plants and birds even though I
didn't have a good reference to confirm my observations. I also learned many labour skills associated
with farming. On a farm everybody pitches in with the work.
This was a time before we had kindergarten classes.
I was registered in grade 1 at the nearest school that was 3 1/2 miles away from home. Walking was
the only choice; I had to go to school. However, I was not alone in this situation since other neighbours
had youngsters that would have to make this trek, and so the challenge was made to appear safer and
bearable.
In 1947 my parents decided to move to B.C., to a warmer Climate. They picked Revelstoke where
we had a creek running through our farm. I enjoyed school as it was always exciting to learn new
things. Secondly, we had a bus to transport us. I went to Revelstoke High School. It was challenging
and stimulating, especially the sciences, such physics, chemistry, math. Sports programs were not
practical to join when you lived out of town.
A special class for Senior Matriculation (grade 13) was provided for six students in Revelstoke
High School in 1953. Thanks to the School District for their insight! Although we did not have a
classroom teacher we were independent in a small space and responsible to share and support the
school programs.
Teachers came to our area to present their subject lectures. Five of us completed the year
successfully. One student dropped out to go into business and work for a living. (He became the owner
of Three Valley Gap resort.)
In my latter years I realized that many of my experiences, skills, values, determination to learn, and
the importance of working as a unit made me a richer independent person.
In 1958 I taught intermediate grade students at Monte Lake School and my wife taught the primary
pupils. We had access to Kamloops and Vernon for our shopping. In 1960 I transferred to Kamloops
with a relief position at John Tod Elementary School and Brocklehurst Elementary School. During
1961-1965 I taught 6/7 classes at John Tod. 1965-1969 I taught at Arthur Hatton in a Team teaching
structured class settings. 1969-1979 I was the librarian (Resource Teacher) at George Hilliard School.

1979-1985 A. E. Perry Elementary School - Librarian and occasional substitute teacher. 1985-1990
Beattie Elementary School – I taught grade 4. 1990: Retired.
I wanted to see the world after I retired and take part in more sports like golf, bowling, racket ball,
table tennis, canoeing, and continued skiing. We crossed Canada with a motor home. It was a
remarkable lesson in geography, photography, historical lessons, social and natural diversity
experience.
Later we covered most of the remote regions of B. C. We traveled to Inuvik in the N. W. T. (I
wanted to see this 24 hour sunlight fact which confirmed my textbook and teacher information.) We
traveled the gold rush trails to Alaska, and Yukon and Caribou Gold Rush historical sites. We toured
along the West Coast of U.S. We toured Australia to visit with our Son (Dale), who is working with
research in protecting some threatened species of marine life.
During my retirement I continued to support the teachers' programs and organizations. It was an
important support and contact system. Before long I accepted executive positions on the Retired
Teachers Organization. That was almost an automatic progression to taking an active role in becoming
the President of the local Kamloops association.
This teachers organization (R. T. A.) deserves many accolades for perpetuating a positive learning
climate in our province. I continue to enjoy having discussions with students and teachers who went
through this period of growth. It is encouraging to one's soul.
Upon my reflections as an octogenarian I am thankful to many of my own dedicated, caring,
committed and hard working teachers that enabled me to have success in all my endeavors. Then, I
must mention that I have learned and broadened my perception of the world through my contacts and
working with many illustrious sincere and dedicated colleagues in the teaching profession.
As an analogy to my philosophy I want to point out that the 2014 Olympics was a positive
recognition of the value of team and individual participation. Although not everyone walked away with
a medal for excellence in their competition they were all Olympians. The difference between 1st and 4th.
was measured to as close as 1/000 of a second. In our teaching system we have many educators that
deserve this same level of recognition. Share your sense of humor and appreciation every day!
K. R. T. A. MEMBERS ON A MYSTERY TOUR IN 2013
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When summer holidays came around I used all my unused scribbler
pages in my pretend schoolroom where I taught neighbourhood children
using the front steps of the porch as seating. We started each day with "O
Canada and God save the King." Then we had lessons in other subjects.

BARB STANKIEWICZ
President 1999 - 2000
My thoughts on being president of R. T. A
Where to start? I'll have to go back a bit. At a very young age I decided to become a teacher. When
I started school in Vernon B.C. the war had made my home town into an army camp town with
overcrowding in the schools due to the doubling of the population in 1940 to 1941. I watched teachers
adjust to their situation and I often thought : "I can see a better way to solve this problem".My first
grade teacher had a miserable little dog who lived under a table which held a child's playhouse. No
child was allowed to touch the dog or the playhouse. I thought," If I were the teacher I would not take
up space with that sort of stuff that has nothing to do with school." As the years passed I became
known as someone who could help the neighborhood children. So at the request of their parents, I
would help them with math or other basics and soon I realized that one could learn to count by 2's to
facilitate learning the 2x 's tables and so on up into the larger numbers. Other times I would read to
children as well as listen to them read. I was learning as much as I was teaching. I realized that a
background for the basic subjects was the key to new learning. When I graduated from high school I
looked forward to furthering my understanding of teaching at the Normal School in Victoria. Soon I
taught a class of my own and spent my summers at summer school. I raised my family and when they
were into the higher grades' I returned to the job which held my interest throughout my life.
My career passed quickly even though it had spanned a period of 38 years. When I retired the
Kamloops Retired Teachers welcomed me and I happily joined in with the executive as the recording
secretary. In those days the minutes of the previous meeting were read orally at each meeting giving
me practice speaking in front of my peers. It was a gradual process to vice president and finally to the
presidency.
At that time we met at the Pepper-mill restaurant. As our membership grew, we had to look for a
larger facility with more parking and seating space. We tried the ------------ in Sahali but it had long
flights of stairs which proved to be difficult for older members and impossible for members in
wheelchairs. The cottonwoods became the answer to our needs.
Each stage of our evolution has had new problems. Even now we have difficulties finding the
standard of luncheon that we have come to enjoy.
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Through the years we have supported education through a TRU bursary fund which started with
direct donations by our members and has been supplemented now through fund raising efforts. We are
also mindful of children at Christmas time so we bring gifts for distribution by Christmas
Amalgamated as well as food bank contributions. It is a pleasure to help others and we can be
enormously effective when we put our minds together.
Meeting with other retired teachers on a regular basis fosters friendships .So we are able to carpool
to enable older members to remain actively involved. When that is no longer possible, we still need to
be informed to keep in touch. It was to fill that gap that The Bridge was written and at first was sent to
the lifetime members. That too has evolved with the new means of communication so that we can all
read The Bridge through the internet.
Looking back at my efforts to foster sharing,communication and educational endeavors I feel
fulfilled in many ways. Looking forward to the future , I see new challenges which can, through
thoughtful teamwork, bring changes of a beneficial nature to our organization and our community.
Life is a continuum of teaching and learning-learning and teaching just as it has always been.
Instant news has brought far away places into our awareness. As an organization we have become
broader in our outreach by supporting the needs of girls in Africa where girls in Katesh receive food
and lodging while attending school. Together we can effect change in many unimaginable ways and
will continue to inspire each other as our awareness expands. Being president is only one way of
serving. All individuals:older and younger together are important to the organization, the community
and the world.
Barb Stankiewicz
OUR OCTOBER LUNCHEONS HAVE A HALLOWEEN THEME

EVERT KRIDER

I could see the Okanagan, and I looked out at the snow banks in my
backyard and said, “I will take the job.” When we arrived in Ashcroft in
August of 1967, the moving van was half unloaded. It was 113F in the
shade, and there wasn't any shade. I took one look at the barren hills and
told the mover to load everything back up again; I'm out of here . He
said, “Young feller, there ain’t enough money in the world to get me to
load this van back up in this heat”. We are still here today, 47 years later.

President 2000 - 2002
I was born on a farm in Saskatchewan in 1924. When I was 5 years old I had rheumatic fever which left
me with a heart condition and I was unable to attend the rural school until I was 8 years old. I did my
grade 9 and 10 by correspondence. I attended two different village schools for my grade 11 and 12. In
grade 11, I wasn’t able to start school until the end of October as I had to help with the harvest on the
farm. I continued to work on the family farm until I was 23, when the doctor told me I had to quit
farming because of my heart.
My high school principal made a point to talk to my father and tell him I should go to university,
however in those days money was tight and attending university was not something that was
considered a priority. My father said he would pay for me to go to normal school, so I enrolled and
after 6 weeks was given the option of going out teaching. I took a job in a rural school out in the
boonies and had a miserable year. My boarding house burned down at Easter with what little
belongings I had. Then I landed in the hospital because of my heart condition and the doctor told me I
had to quit teaching. But I didn’t.
A few years later I took a job as principal in a 3 room school in White Bear, where Inga was the
primary teacher. The next September we were married and our son was born a year later. This coming
September we will be celebrating our 62nd wedding anniversary.
I didn’t intend to make a career of teaching and looked for other options. One was selling life
insurance. I made more money selling insurance in the summer than I did teaching during the whole
year; but Inga loved teaching and wanted me to stay with it. Selling insurance was difficult for me and I
would come home tired and fatigued. So we decided that if I was going to make teaching a life long
career, it was necessary for me to upgrade my education. We figured that if Inga went back to teaching
and if I took a winter session and two summer school sessions, and by taking extra courses, I could
have my degree by the next school year. To make a long story short, 8 years later, I had my Master’s
Degree; was the principal of a 33 teacher-school and had a beautiful baby daughter. During this time I
won the John Barnett Scholarship for, “Outstanding service to the Alberta education system,” and a
teaching bursary at the University of Alberta. I taught high school 7 of those 8 years. Incidentally, Inga
received her Bachelor’s Degree two years later. She took all of her training by summer school, night
classes and correspondence.
I was active in teachers' organizations; in Alberta, I served as president, chairman of the negotiating
committee of the local organization, delegate to the annual meeting and president of an 1,100 teacher
convention in Edmonton. Inga objected to the time I was spending with the Alberta’s Teacher
Association Business and if I didn’t quit “The dog was sure to bite me when I came home.”
We decided we had had enough of the cold and snow of Alberta, so I applied for positions across
Canada. I had an offer for principal of a large city high school in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, and an
assistant superintendent in Alberta, but these were still on the cold prairies. Then there was a university

position in New Brunswick and an offer for principal in Ashcroft. While I was debating what to do, the
secretary of the school board in Ashcroft phoned and said they needed an answer. I asked, “What is the
weather like in Ashcroft?” I had never been in that part of B.C. and he replied, “The apricots are
blooming.”
I could see the Okanagan, and I looked out at the snow banks in my backyard and said, “I will take
the job.” When we arrived in Ashcroft in August of 1967, the moving van was half unloaded. It was
113F in the shade, and there wasn't any shade. I took one look at the barren hills and told the mover to
load everything back up again; I'm out of here. He said, “Young feller, there ain’t enough money in the
world to get me to load this van back up in this heat.” We are still here today, 47 years later.
I promised my wife I would stay out of the BCTF affairs; however when I came to Ashcroft the
teachers’ union was in a bitter dispute with the school board. The Ministry of Education, the Trustees
Association and the BCTF all got involved. I managed to help get the affair settled peacefully, and the
BCTF offered me a position on the Provincial Learning and Working Conditions Committee which was
too good to pass up. So I got involved again -- president of the local, bargaining committee
chairperson, representative for the Central Mainland District, AGM delegate, and others.
Even after retiring, I was again elected president of the local and they talked me into chairing the
bargaining committee. Before I retired, principals were legislated out of the BCTF. We were now
designated school administrators. I never considered myself as an administrator, but as a principal
--teacher and so I decided to join the Kamloops Retired Teachers' Association rather than the Retired
Administrators' Association,
After having two strokes, I decided to take life easier for a while; however a few years later, the
president of the KRTA was trying to get someone to volunteer to become vice president, I thought with
my experience, I should volunteer. I did, and it followed that I became president in June of 2000.
I conducted meetings, arranged meetings, attended provincial Annual General Meetings, and
arranged for the president of the provincial RTA to speak at one of our local meetings. Since I lived in
Ashcroft, I had to depend on others from the executive to look after the many of the every day activities
of the local. I tried to get a news letter started, but couldn’t get anyone to volunteer as editor, but now
we have a wonderful paper edited by Frank Veszely and Donna Sharpe.
I would like to mention the names of all those who so faithfully carried out these activities but
worry that I might miss someone so I’ll leave it at that. But I must mention Marie Laroche who has
served so long in all the many capacities and is currently working on this project.
In closing, I would like to say that since I’m getting older, as many others of you are; and that you
have served in various capacities and positions to help make the KRTA the impressive organization that
it is today; now we leave it to the youngsters to carry on the work of the Association.
CHRISTMAS COMES IN NOVEMBER TO THE K. R. T. A.
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In 1974, I spent the summer in Graz, Austria with the American
Institute of Muscial Studies. There, I was coached by conductors,
opera singers, and language and drama coaches. Other far away
places I visited were Vienna, Salzburg, Munich,London, Mazatlan, Puerto Vallarta, Australia, Hawaii, and New York.

MARIE LAROCHE
President: 2002-2004
I was born in 1935 in Radville, Saskatchewan. A midwife assisted my mother in my birth. We lived on
a farm, five miles east of Radville. When I was eleven we moved to Victoria, B. C. It was quite an
adjustment for a barefoot kid from the farm who attended a one-room school to an academy with five
hundred students where I wore black oxfords and stockings, tunic and white blouse and black tie.
However, I was eager to learn and put behind me the difficult challenge. It was here that I fell in love
with learning, art, music and architecture. I graduated from St. Anne’s Academy in August of ’53 and
directly entered the novitiate of the Sisters of St. Anne. While there, I obtained my Grade 13.
After two years I began teaching and spending my summers at summer school. I had wanted adventure and to save my soul – typical of my outlook. I, at least was going to have fun while becoming a
better person! I had wanted to be a missionary and to go to far away places, such as Haiti or Zanzibar.
What a let down! Convent life is somewhat like the army. As in the army a person goes where they are
sent.
In 1955, I began teaching. My first mission was St. Augustine’s School in Kitsilano. Each summer I
would go to summer school. After twelve years, I had three years of a B. A. Well, I tried for twelve
years. The furthest I got to go was Montreal. But B. C. I did see! Vancouver, New Westminster, Prince
George, Penticton Victoria, Duncan, Kamloops, Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, and Port Alberni. In 1967,
after a 30 day retreat in Duval and visits to Expo, I reached a decision to change my life.
I left the order the Christmas of 1967. I decided to study Music at UBC. I obtained a B. A. in Music with a specialty in Voice Performance. Again, I missed the boat. I was too old to audition for any
opera company. So, I did the next best thing. I auditioned for the Okanagan Symphony and sang soloist
with them for two seasons. My vocal career didn’t stop there. I continued teaching and continued
singing in the community. My vocal career included recitals at Christmas, Afternoon at the Art Gallery,
wedding celebrations, funerals and occasional vocal eruptions in the hallways at school. Ask any janitor
at the schools in which I taught! In 1973, I got accepted into a Master’s Degree in music at University
of Victoria. I graduated in 1975. I started my public education career at Hellings School in North Delta
then moved on to Kamloops where I taught for twenty-two years.
All this time, I continued teaching. I loved it! I didn’t have to grow up. It was fun. I taught with the
attitude that the students are young people who deserve the same respect I wanted. I used the three
words participation, integrity, and quality, as an umbrella. Get involved, do it honestly and with great
effort. After all, it’s your life and world you are creating. And that it was all right to make mistakes, and
I would model frequently!
I taught grades one to seven and choir to grade eight. I coached sports and put on musicals and participated in the Performance of the Arts in choral and drama and art. I believed that Fine Arts was im-

portant to all students, but especially needed by the slow learner and students with behaviour challenges. These students frequently excelled in Music, Drama, Speech and Art. They would develop their
self esteem through performance and attention.
When I retired, I immediately joined the Kamloops Retired Teacher’s Association to keep in touch
with all the friends I had made and to keep an eye on the benefits I received through my pension. I very
soon joined the executive starting with Sunshine. This was followed by the position of Secretary, Treasurer and Vice President. I eventually served as President for two years. I am still on the executive as
Heritage chairperson and since 2004, with the Heritage committee (Warren Damer, Alf Law, Brian
Thompson, Barb Stankiewicz, Darrel Johnson) published three books: Passion for Sharing, Anecdotes
of Retired Elementary Teachers in 2005 as co-editor; Passion for Learning, Anecdotes of Retired
Secondary Teachers in 2007 as co-editor; and in 2011 published a revision of a Passion for Sharing,
Anecdotes of Elementary Teachers as editor. I am presently working on the Biography of our sixteen
presidents as editor, writer, researcher and compiler. We are planning to put this information on our
website. Frank Veszely, a published author and the editor of our newsletter “The Bridge” is doing the
formatting. I am presently working on the History of the Kamloops Retired Teachers’Association.
In 2012 we celebrated our 40th Anniversary as an association. For that celebration, I outlined the first
ten years verbally and with posters.
Teaching has given me a stimulating life and I am grateful. Thank you colleagues and Kamloops!
Marie Laroche
Heritage Chairperson
THREE OF THE MANY BURSARY RECIPIENTS OVER THE YEARS
IN 2013 FLANKED BY BURSARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS DONNA WALSH, LEFT, AND
AND ANNE BOGDEN. ON THE RIGHT IS BEV MAXWELL, CHAIRPERSON.

From left to right: Donna Walsh, Kerri Longholt, Travis Unsworth, Jennifer Bakusta, Anne Brogden
and Beverly Maxwell at the TRU Awards Presentation Ceremony in November, 2013.

Doug was a lifetime volunteer in social causes and participated in
many programs including the Seniors Outreach program and the Kamloops Food Bank. For many years he was an active supporter of the
numerous outreach programs of Mount Paul United Church. He was a
member of the Kamloops Happy Choristers chorus. He was an activist
and attended his first protest at the Peace Arch at the age of 14.

DOUGLAS JAMES NICOL
1937 – 2008
President 2004-2006
Douglas James Nicol was born in New Westminster January 4,1937. He was adopted by James D.
and Orpha (Pat) Nicol. He attended schools
He began his teaching career in Prince George in 1955. This was followed by assignments in Powell
River, Charlottetown, PEI. and Delta, B.C. In 1964, Doug received an assignment at North Kamloops
Elementary. He taught there until 1979. This was followed by assignments at A.E.Perry, David
Thompson, Haldane, Arthur Hatton and Parkcrest.
Doug retired in 1992 having taught a total of 37 years, 27 of them in Kamloops. For many years
Doug spent his summers traveling to many parts of the world, including Europe and South America.
One summer he acquired an Amtrack pass and traveled around the United States, seeking and watching
a number of Major League baseball games.
As a president of the KRTA, Doug inspired us monthly by his efficiency, humour, and participation
in all social justice events. Doug passed away January 12, 2008 at the age of 70.
The information was obtained from Doug’s obituary and Peter Botham’s memorial notes and my
own knowledge of working with Doug.
Marie Laroche
ARRANGING FLOWERS FOR THE ANNUAL S. D. 73 RETIREMENT BANQUET
IS JUST ONE OF THE MANY VOLUNTEER JOBS

President: Jan 2006 to August 2008
August 2012 to August 2014
Education: Bachelor of Education - University of Victoria
-1985
Masters of Administrative Leadership – Gonzaga
University – 1992
Career in Education:
1968 -1971
-Golden School District
-Served one year as recording secretary of
Golden Teachers’ Association
-Prince George School District
-A staff rep most years.
1977-1990
-Kamloops School District
1990-2003
-Lillooet School District (Goldtrail following
amalgamation)
-District Principal-1yr
DARREL JOHNSON
-Principal - 5 years
President 2006-2008; 2012-2014
In the spring of 2004, Barb Stankiewicz talked me into allowing my name to stand for 1st Vice
President. There were no challengers, so the position was acclaimed. I assumed the President’s
position in January of 2006 as Doug Nicol’s health was in decline. This period was a challenging time
for the K. R. T. A. as the caterer left Traditions (now Victorios). The caterer was followed to Days Inn
then to Grasshoppers which was too crowded. A search for a new location to meet for our luncheon,
lead the K. R. T. A. to the North Shore Community Association (Cottonwoods). Here we were spoiled
again by the wonderful catering of Pogue Mahon. Once on the executive, I was very involved with
the Heritage Committee for the publishing of A Passion for Sharing: Anecdotes of Retired Elementary
Teachers of SD #73 (Fall 2005) and then A Passion for Learning: Anecdotes of Retired Secondary
Teachers of SD 73(2007). During this time the K. R. T. A. also moved to make an annual contribution
of $1.00 per branch member to the R. R. Smith Foundation .
Following the presidency, and as Past President, I took on the role of Advocacy in an effort to form
a branch of COSCO in Kamloops. As well I took on Membership when Donna Sharpe left the position
as with the assistance of my wife, I knew that I could keep the membership informed of luncheons and
other email information coming our way. As well, working with Marie Laroche and my wife, Marg,
we were able to get the second edition of A Passion for Sharing (Fall 2011) set up in my computer
before Marie took it to a student at T. R. U. for polishing,
In September 2012, I acclaimed the role as President for a second time. Again the luncheon became
a bigger issue as Pogue Mahon ceased catering. Cottonwoods enlisted several caterers but it became a
big issue when Christmas Dinner was to be soup and sandwiches from Craig’s Bakery. It continues as
a hassle as we now must arrange our own caterer for each month. Costs have escalated for food as well
as the $4.00 per person charge by the North Shore Community Association for rental and coffee.
Following discussions with the B. C. R. T. A, the K. R. T. A voted in February 2014 to increase the R. R.
Smith Bursary at T. R. U. by sending the $1.00 per member to the T R. U. Foundation R. R. Smith
Endowment. Once reaching $10,000.00, the bursary will come in at $1 000.00 for the recipient.
I was born in Cranbrook and spent my first six years of life in my father’s sawmill camp where my
mother and grandmother were the camp cooks. By the age of six, I was able to assist in the making of
bread and assist in the preparation of a variety of foods. Members of the K. R. T. A. scramble to get

some of this Ukranian kalachi bread at the annual silent auctions. When I was of school age, my
parents bought a farm property at Jaffray. There I developed my passion for poultry. Each spring a
variety of chickens, ducks, geese and guinea fowl were hatched in the 100 egg incubator. Thus as a
teacher and librarian it was common practice to have my incubator (a smaller one) set up for students to
observe the miracle of poultry hatching. After retirement this practice continues for my grandchildren
to observe.
As a youth, I spent many of my spring/Easter vacations in the greenhouse of my father’s dad in
Black Diamond, Alberta. He was a horticulturist employed by the Turner Valley School District. Our
visit coincided with his busy time, so to visit, I was put to work preparing dahlia roots, gladiola corms
and transplanting seedlings. I also developed this passion for African violets. Several KRTA members
have also bid on flower baskets at the silent auctions that were prepared by me.
With the health challenge of this year, I expect to serve on the executive in my various roles for one
more year.
Darrel Johnson
A BUMPER CROP OF NEW RETIREES ENSURES THE CONTINUING OF OUR
ORGANIZATION. PRESIDENTS, ANYONE?
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I retired from teaching in 2005 and have continued my
volunteer work in the Community: Kamloops Food Bank,
Emergency Support Services, Habitat for Humanity, Cancer,
Heart and Stroke and MS Societies. I have also been active in
the Kamloops Retired Teachers’ Assn serving as Pensions
Chairperson for the past 9 years. I spent 2 years as President
and a few years as Past President and First Vice President. I
have served on the BCRTA Health and Housing, Retirement
Workshop and Pensions Committees. I also do the There’s
More to it than Money Workshop to active teachers, assisting
them into retirement. I have also spent many hours “visiting”
with active teachers and discussing their pension options.

SHEILA PARK
President 2008 – 2010

The best part of all the volunteering and work I have done
is meeting and working with great people. I have made
lifelong friends with many. We have laughed, cried, sworn and
been angry together. We have shared victory and defeat. I hope
to continue my volunteer work for years to come.

I was born in Colne, Lancashire, England in May 1948. I immigrated to Canada with my family
(mom Jean, dad Frank and my older sister Susan) in 1952. I lived in Barrowford, a small village in
Lancashire until we immigrated. After arriving in Canada my father joined the Canadian Air Force and
I became an Air Force “brat” for 15 years. Over the next 15 years we lived in Hamilton, Fort William,
Calgary, Burnaby, Holberg, Calgary, Sydney (Nova Scotia), Barrowford (England) Metz (France),
Chibougamau (Quebec), Sydney (Nova Scotia) and Haney (BC). I started Grade 1 in Holberg on the
northern tip of Vancouver Island and I graduated from Grade 12 in Sydney Nova Scotia form Sydney
Academy in 1966.
In 1967 I went to Winnipeg to attend the University of Manitoba. I graduated with a Bachelor of
Home Economics in 1970. I attended Ottawa Teachers’ College for a year completing a Primary School
Specialist Certificate. I applied to BC where my parents had settled after my father retired from the Air
Force. No Primary jobs to be had so I was hired to teach Home Economics as I had a BH Ec. I taught
Grade 8, 9 and 10 in Osoyoos and then in Fraser Lake. In 1973 when the NDP put Kindergarten into all
elementary schools in B. C. I applied to the Kamloops School District and was hired to teach
Kindergarten. I worked in Kamloops for the next 32 years. In Kamloops I taught Kindergarten and
Primary Grades and I also did Learning Assistance. I taught with great staffs at Arthur Hatton, George
Hilliard, Beattie and David Thompson. I also spent 2 years in the K. D. T. A office as K. D. T. A
President (1980 – 82) and then later in the K. T. T. A. office as K. T. T. A half time Vice President
(2001-2003).
In 1974 I joined the K. T. T. A Working and Learning Conditions Committee and at Spring break
1975. I went to the B. C. T. F. A. G. M. (I was hooked). I developed a strong commitment to ensuring
that the union provided the services that the members required. I worked on the K. T. T. A Executive
for 27 years. I chaired a variety of K. T. T. A committees and was a member of the B. C. T. F. Personnel
Advisory Committee, Bargaining Committee and Pensions Committee. I spent 6 years on the Teacher
Qualifications Board and 4 years on the College of Teachers’ Board. Somehow I also managed to do
my 5th year at U. B. C. in Early Childhood Education and my M. Ed. at U. B. C. in General Psychology

and Special Education and take a year's leave to attend U. B. C. and work on a PhD (unfortunately I
never finished this and am like many A. B. D., all but dissertation!).
Outside of teaching I got involved in the Kamloops Community serving for 12 years on the Board of
the Elizabeth Fry Society and the Kamloops United Way and 2 years on the People in Motion Board. I
was also a member of the Kamloops Federal and Provincial NDP Executives and worked on every
election campaign from 1979! Along the way I managed to be honoured with Lifetime Membership in
the Kamloops E. Fry Society, the K. T. T. A (1983), the B. C. T .F. (2006) and the B. C. N. D. P.
(2013).
Travel was still big on my agenda in the summers and other holiday times. My favourite place to go
was Barrowford, I really had two homes Kamloops and Barrowford where I would visit my extended
family members and travel out to various spots in the British Isles and Europe. Other places I traveled
to were: Australia, Jamaica, Columbia, Hawaii, Mexico, Peru, St’ Lucia , New York, China and of
course Canadian places.
I started out as a traveler in my childhood and continue to be that today. I have cruised to Alaska,
river cruised in Russia and Europe, spent time in Yuma and Palm Desert, Hong Kong, Mexico and
Hawaii and toured in Cuba. I have also managed to travel in Canada touring for a month in the
Maritimes (we had to see our old high school) and in BC (our Nanaimo North trip took my sister Susan
and I to Holberg where my classroom journey began). My favourite touring spot outside of BC tours
Newfoundland and Labrador, a must visit for all, I plan to go back. Prior to living in Kamloops I had
never lived anywhere for more than 4 years. I have made Kamloops my home (41 years) and I have
many wonderful friends and acquaintances here. When I get the urge to be somewhere different I travel
but it is great coming home!
SHEILA PARK'S VOLUNTEER WALKERS FOR MEMORIES
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Many of my happiest times and memories are of working with the
Kamloops Primary Teachers’ Association and the British Columbia
Primary Teachers’ Association. What dedicated teachers. The Primary
Conference held in Kamloops in 1989 was just one example of the cooperation and hard work that these groups exemplified.
Teaching years: 30
In this District-Taught at North Kamloops Elem., John Tod Elem.,
Brocklehurst Elem., and Dallas Elem.
DONNA WALSH
President 2010 – 2012

Positions held:
Primary Teacher President of Kamloops Primary
Teachers’ Assoc. B.C.P.T.A. Member at Large/Chapter Organizer

I was born in Nipawin, Saskatchewan and my mother tells the story of how at a very early age I
wanted to be a teacher or a movie star. She thought it would be a teacher due to my outgoing nature
but she also said for a five year old, I could do a pretty good imitation of Carmen Miranda complete
with bananas on my head.
My family moved to Chilliwack in the early forties and I completed high school and senior matric in
that district. Then off to Vancouver Normal School with many of my friends.
I started teaching in 1955 and after working in several districts in the Province. I came to Kamloops
in 1959. I was assigned to a position at North Kamloops Elementary with Principal, Mr. Noel Duclos.
I have fond memories of him teaching my grade two class their first writing lessons.
I was married in 1960 and continued to teach in several different schools. In 1966, I transferred to
Dallas Elementary and remained there until my retirement in 1995. During that time I did several part
time assignments with a number of very talented teachers. Team teaching was becoming more
accepted and I remember sharing a classroom with Principal Jan Maeland and another teacher. It was a
very worthwhile learning experience.
I retired from teaching in 1995 from a career I thoroughly enjoyed. It was soon after retirement
that I decided to join the Kamloops branch of the Retired Teachers’ Association. The main reason
being I wanted to keep in touch with friends and colleagues I had worked with over the years. Meeting
for lunch once a month seemed like an enjoyable way to do this.
However, after attending a few lunches I realized this group did a lot more than just socialize. They
had a very important role to play in both Local and Provincial policy making. So it was that I became
involved with the work of numerous Committees.
I became President of the Kamloops Retired Teacher’s Association in 2010. A position I held for
two years. I would like to close with this.
I completed my term of office in May and I can’t believe how quickly those two years slipped
away. I’m sure it was because I was having fun and thoroughly enjoyed being involved with friends
and colleagues.
It has been my pleasure to work with a very dedicated Executive and Committee chairpersons. No
task was ever too large or too small for them to take on. It would be difficult to pick highlights from my
term in office as there were so many, but I think our Bursary Committee needs honourable mention.
Once again they have done an outstanding job of coming up with fund raising ideas that have been fun

for all of us. They have also raised a considerable amount of money, which leads me to mention how
much I enjoyed presenting our Bursaries to such deserving T. R. U. Education students. To see and
hear their remarks of joy and appreciation makes it all so worthwhile.
As we look forward to celebrating 40 years as a branch of the B. C. R. T. A., I would like to
THANK all those dedicated retired teachers that came before us and have helped to make this
organization what it is today. From the small group that met at Harold’s Restaurant back in 1971, to
400 plus members today, we can be very proud of our accomplishments. My wish for the future is that
we continue to thrive, grow and carry on the meaningful work of this Association.
Donna Walsh

A Picture Essay on Retirement Life

(Thanks Marlene!)

Acknowledgments
At the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Kamloops Retired Teachers’ Association, I was
asked to research and/or solicit the biographies of our presidents. The request was challenging as five
were deceased and all I had to go on were obituaries. However, loving a mystery, I first asked the
membership for information on the deceased. My next step was to visit the Archives at the S. D. 73
Board Office. I perused Annuals, scrapbooks, etc.. My next stop was the binders on schools at the
Public Library and the microfiche for obituaries. In the obituaries I found the name of relatives of the
deceased. I, then went through the phone books in the library for addresses and phone numbers of
family members and told them about my assignment. I got permission to e-mail them a questionnaire
which they returned. Many of them consulted with other family members to fill in the blanks. It was
quite an adventure. I met so many friendly and helpful people who were happy to have their family
member recognized. I would like to thank all these people for their co-operation. You made the challenge so much easier.
I also would like to thank the living presidents for sending their autobiographies to me. Especially,
the first people who got the ball rolling: Janet Doubt, Irene Smith, Evert Krider, Barb Stankiewicz, Alf
Law. You gave me hope that I could accomplish the project within a shorter period of time than the
Passion for Sharing/Learning books. I needed that. The job is done.
Thank you.
Marie Laroche,
Heritage Chairperson

Thank you Marie!
On behalf of all of us who read this, I would like to thank Marie Laroche for completing this
daunting task. One cannot but note the enormity of the work involved and the time it must have taken
to carry out the research and detective work sketched in the Acknowledgment above. Few people
would have taken on this job for love or money, especially among the retired, who appreciate fully
that the only meaningful currency in life is our time, and know that it is a very limited, finite resource.
According to an ancient Chinese proverb that I have observed to be true all my adult life,”One will
know the size of one from the size of the tasks one addresses oneself to.” By that standard a song bird
among us has been revealed to be capable of a lot more than tweeting...
Awesome work, Marie!
(F. V.)
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